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REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  for 
Hie  year  eighteen  hum  I  red  ami  eighty-one. 

ir  The  Treasurer's  books  have  been  examined  and  found  correct 

Rand  all  payments  properly  vouched. 

jjk  The  Treasurer  is  charged  for  the  year  with  :  — 

jlCash  on  hand,  January  1,  1881    $16,257  74 

jjDog  fund  from  the  county   540  86 

|Echool  fund  from  State  of  Massachusetts    211  02 

|  Sale  of  school  books   1,001  55 

JjArmory  rent  reimbursements   250  00 

Woor  reimbursements   1,476  26 

[I  Water  rents,  labor  and  materials   11,923  34 

f  ►Circus  licenses    37  50 

[Pedler  licenses   13  00 

[Interest  on  Training  Green  fund   23  44 

interest  from  delinquent  taxes   320  95 

$  'vidend  from  Old  Colony  National  Bank   400  00 

SAgawain  and  Halfway  Pond  fisheries    132  50 

'■Rebate  of  interest  on  loaus   2  62 

Li'iuoH,  violation  Town   By-laws   25  00 

fe^lo  of  lots  in  Vine  Hills  Cemetery   401  20 

riioad  department  reimbursements    486  15 

Psuto  aid  refunded   2,507  75 

}  Indigent  aid  refunded     398  71 

»   

Amount  carried  J  or  ward.  .*..   $36,403  59 


Amount  brought  forward   $30,409  59  ; 

National  Bank  tax  from  State   2,828  59; 

Corporation  tax  from  the  State   4,922  69 

Insane  poor  reimbursements   191  52, 

Contingent  reimbursements   236  08 

State  aid  reimbursements   91  63/' 

Interest  on  Warren  fund   50  00  v 

Fire  department  reimbursements   60  00;. 

Taxes,  1878    14  2Gj 

Taxes,  1879    983  '12; 

Taxes,  1880    3,586  20; 

Taxes,  1881    60,154  27 

School  reimbursements   2  78 

Transfer  from  water  works  to  pump  account   113  24 

Liquor  liceiibes   603  00, 

New  road  reimbursements   448  80 } 

Transfer  from  abatement  account  to  school  build- 
ings   1,800  00? 

•  i,? 

Sale  herring  brooks  ' . .  47  00 

Widows'  reimbursements   14  00 

 ~% 

$112,556  77' 

The  Treasurer  is  credited  with  payments  as  follows  ; 
Trustees  Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  sinking 

fund   $1,500  0q 

State  tax   3,720  0$ 

County  tax   4,909.  W 

National  Bank  tax   3,716  7Q.' 

Corporation  tax.   13  27' 

Viue  Hills  Cemetery   469  $§ 

Widows'  distribution   148  00 

Water  works  interest  on  loans  and  extensions ....  13,203  23? 

Amount  carried  forward   $27,680  3 
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Amount  brought  forward   $27,680  32 

Patch  and  police   1,173  30 

reasurer    500  00 

own  debt  and  interest  account   6,219  49 

exton    19.5  00 

tateaid    2,557  50 

chools   19,505  74 

loads  and  bridges   6,856  02 

Jew  roads   8,746  29 

nsaue  poor   1,741  15 

W   7,837  41 

j'ire  department    2,452  74 

3urial  Hill   200  00 

Contingent     4,032  46 

Lighting  streets  and  Town  House   1,170  74 

Assessors   662  71 

Plymouth  Public  Library   270  43 

A-gawam  and  Halfway  Pond  fisheries   45  50 

Warren  fund   30  72 

Collector  of  taxes   428  37 

ludigent  soldiers'  aid   770  41 

Oak  Street  school  building    2,176  48 

.Stone  street  crossings   76  80 

Abatements   2,969  14 

Transfer  from  school  building  to  schools   2  78 

^tate  of  Massachusetts,  oue  quarter  liquor  licenses,  150  75 

rJVesh  Brook  fishery   11  80 

•Cash  on  haud  '   14,162  72 

I   

K.  $112,556  77 
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The  undrawn  balances  of  the  several  appropriations  aro  as 
follows : 

Abatements   $1,227  15 

Assessors   105  70 

Watch  and  police   68  2-1 

Stone  crossings                                              .  137  1)2 

Town  debt   590  38 

Roads  and  bridges   030  13 

Schools    05  98 

Insane  poor   57  94 

Vine  Hills  Cemetery   400  30 

Oak  Street  school-house   423  52 

Poor   811  27 

Warren  fund   1,035  63 

Fresh  Brook   10  92 

Training  Greeu  fund   599  81 


$6,260  89 

The  overdrawn  balances  of  the  several  appropriations  are  as 
follows : 

Lighting  streets  and  Town  House   21  38 

Fire  Department   20  24 

Indigent  State  Aid   378  94 

Water  Works   2,210  74 

Contingent     193  60 

New  roads   4,228  50 

Collector  of  taxes   211 


$7,055  51 1 


TOWN  DEBT. 
Water  Loan  Funded. 


Seventy  $1000  six  percent,  bonds,  pay- 
able June  1,  1885  $70,000  00 

Twenty  $1000  six  percent,  bonds;  due 

August  1,  1801    20,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  due 

April  1,  1890,  at  5  per  cent  ....      6,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Five  Cents  Savings 
Bank,  due  August  2,  1890,  at  i}2 
pur  cent   6,000  00 

$102,000  00 

DUXBUKY  k  COH ASSET  lUlLROAD  LoAN. 

$40,000  seven   per  cent,  bonds,  due 

April  1,  1884   40,000  00 


Temporary  Debt. 

Note  to  State  of  Massachusetts,  pay- 
able April  3,  1883   $5,000  00 

Note  to  State  of  Massachusetts,  pay- 
able February  3,  1883   6,724  65 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  pay- 
able September  18,  1883    10,000  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  on 

demand   11,000  00 

Notes  to  sundry  parties  on  demand  . .  .  4,900  00 


Amounts  carried  forward 


$37,624  65  $142,000  00 
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Amounts  brought  forward   $37,624  65  $142,000  00 

Engine  House  Loan. 

Note  to  H.  Sherman,  payable  January 

19,  1882   600  00 

Note  to  P.  Hedge,  payable  January  12, 

1882    1,200  00 

Note  to  heirs  T.  Manter,  payable  De- 
cember 31,  1881    500  00 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bauk  on 

demand    3,000  00 

Undrawn  balances  of  the  several  de- 
partments  6,260  80 


$19,185  51 


Less — 

Uncollected  taxes  1880. . . .  $1,053  70 

Uncollected  taxes  1881 ....  6,746  31 
State  aid  due  from  State  of 

Massachusetts   2,557  50 

Indigent  soldiers'  aid  duo 

from  State   391  47 

Cash  on  hand   14,162  72 


$24,911  70 


$24,273  84  W 

•  -M, 


Indebtedness  Dec.  31,  1881 
Indebtedness  Dec.  31,  1880 

Decrease  of  debt,  1881 


$166,273  84 
169,115  831| 

i  1 

$2,841  99] 


9 


Which  is  made  up  of  the 

following  items  : 

Gain   in   bank    tax  oyer 

$328  59 

Gain   in   corporation  tax 

over  estimates  

709  42 

4,52  25 

i  Difference  in  overdrawn 

&    _  . 

57  17 

1  Sale  of  Herring  brooks.  . . 

47  00 

I  lwo-thirds  dividend  Old 

v. 

266  67 

1  Agawam  fishery  

87  00 

I  Gain  in  non-resident  bank 

i  . 

p.  tax  

17  18 

g  Miscellaneous  receipts .... 

85  08 

|  Gain  in  btato  aid,  balance 

91  63 

^Payment  on  principal,  En- 

W  gine  house  loan  

1,000  00 

Kj 
■p 

Be  ■ 

$3,141  99 

fftLess  amount  estimated  as 

fc  revenue  

300  00 

  $2,841  99 

|  With  the  exception  of  the  payment  of  $1,000  on  the  principal 
$f  the  debt  classed  as  Engine  House  Loan  the  funded  and  tem- 
porary debt  remains  the  same  as  reported  last  year.  The  cash 
[balance  as  shown  by  the  Treasurer's  account  has  been  increased 
[Jay  miscellaneous  receipts  covered  into  the  treasury,  in  excess  of 
[)ie  amount  estimated  as  revenue  for  the  year  in  the  sum  of 
$J,841  99,  ami  including  the  payment  above  mentioned  of 
gflOOO,  shows  a  reduction  in  the  debt  of'$2,841.99  the  past  year. 
The  Sinking  Fund  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  loans  in- 
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ourred  on  account  of  subscriptions  to  stock  in  tho  Duxbury  k  ; 
Coliasset  Railroad  amounts  to  $16,006.01  ugainst  $14,201.39  re*| 
ported  last  year,  showing  a  gain  for  the  year  of  $2,611.62. 

The  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund  with  its  accumulation  amounts; 
to  $2,096.29,  a  gain  for  the  year  of  $182.57.  Both  sinking | 
funds  now  amount  to  $19,002.30  leaving  the  net  indebtedness  of 
the  town  $147,271.54.  The  net  debt  exclusive  of  water  loans  is: 
$47,376.83  equivalent  to  one  aud  one-ninth  per  cent,  on  the* 
assessed  valuation  of  the  Town,  a  sum  less  than  is  annually;: 
required  and  appropriated  to  meet  current  expenses. 

It  has  been  the  practice  in  stating  the  indebtedness  of  thej< 
town,  to  include  in  the  liabilities  the  unexpended  balances  of  : 
the  several  departments.  This  practice  temporarily  increases; 
the  debt  statement,  as  by  coveriug  balances  into  the  treasury] 
at  the  close  of  the  year  as  is  the  practice  in  many  places,  they| 
would  cease  to  be  reported  as  a  liability  of  the  towu.  But  asf 
the  appropriations  for  the  following  year  would  be  corresponds 
ingly  iucreased,  it  has  not  been  thought  advisable  to  change], 
the  practice. 

Included  in  the  undrawn  balances  are  amounts  standing  to": 
the  credit  of  the  Warren  fund  of  $1,000,  and  to  the  credit  pfj 
Training  Green  fund  of  $599.81.  These  balances  differ  froj$ 
other  balances,  inasmuch  as  they  do  not  belong  to  department^ 
requiring  annual  appropriations  to  meet  current  expenses.  1 

The  former  amount  when  received  was  applied  towards  thil 
payment  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  town  and  credited  to  that* 
fund,  with  interest  allowed  at  the  same  rate  paid  on  other  loans, 
The  bequest  was  made  to  the  town  on  condition  that  the  income 
only  was  to  be  applied,  first  to  the  care  of  the  tomb  and  lot  of 
Richard  Warren,  the  balance  to  the  improvement  of  Burial 
Hill.  The  amount,  so  far  as  the  investment  is  concerned,  can* 
not  be  considered  as  a  liability  for  which  payment  will  eve* 
have  to  be  made  by  the  town. 
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The  Training  Green  fuiul  1ms  been  derived  from  the  amount 
received  for  the  rent  of  the  grounds  in  former  years,  the  same 
having  been  deposited  in  the  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  and 
with  the  accumulations  represent  its  present  value;  it  can  be 
disposed  of  at  any  time  by  action  of  the  town,  or  covered  into 
the  treasury,  and  both  amounts  can  be  applied  to  reduce  the 
liabilities  of  the  town. 

There  has  been  paid  during  the  year  on  account  of  indigent 
aid  $770.11.  The  amount  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  State  will 
leave  a  deficiency  of  $378.91  to  be  provided  for. 

The  action  against  the  sureties  of  the  late  Collector  is  still 
pending  and  will  be  pressed  to  trial  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 
It  is  not  believed  that  it  can  be  postponed  beyond  the  term  of 
the  Court  in  May. 

Proposals  looking  to  a  settlement  have  not  been  accepted, 
and  no  satisfactory  offers  have  been  made  by  the  defendants. 

The  amount  of  uncollected  taxes  is  somewhat  in  excess  of  last 
year,  being  $7,801  against  $5,(i37.28  last  year  ;  but  taking  into 
account  the  largo  amount  committed  to  the  Collector,  is  not 
^proportionately  greater. 

y  Unless  the  appropriations  recommended  by  the  Selectmen 
j: should  be  increased  at  the  annual  meeting,  the  rate  of  taxation 
^will  not  be  likely  to  exceed  that  of  last  year. 
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TOWN  DEBT  AND  INTEREST  ACCOUNT. 


1880. 


Or. 


Dec.  31.    By  balauce  from  old  account,     $4U2  50 
1881. 

April  4.    By  appropriation   0,000  00 

Oct.  6  and  12.    By  rebate  interest  on 

loans   2  02 

Dec.  31.    By  interest  from  deliqaont 

taxes   320  95 


$0,816  07,1 


Contra j  Dr. 

To  payment  on  Engine  house  loan  .  .  .  $1,000  00 
interest  on  Duxbury  &  Cohasset 

Railroad  loan   2,800  00 

interest  on  temporary  debt    2,3-13  71 

interest  on  loans  in  anticipation  of 

taxes  ,   75  05 


Undrawn 


0,219  691 


$596  38 


To  provide  for  the  interest  on  permanent  and  temporary  loana^ 
in  addition  to  a  payment  of  $1,000  on  account  Engine  houso 
loan,  will  require  an  appropriation  of  $5,700,  which  is  recorn?' 
mended. 


la 


1(0  ADS  A  AW  BRIDGES. 


Cu. 


By  appropriation  . . 
reimbursements 


$7,505  10 
486  15 


$7,991  25 


Dr. 


To  balance  old  account  . 
payment,  1881   


$505  10 
6,856  02 


7,361  12 


Undrawn 


$630  13 


The  amount  expended  on  roads  and  bridges  and  permanent 
improvement  on  sidewalks,  less  the  earnings  of  the  teams  in 
other  departments,  is  $6,369.87,  being  $493.80  less  expended 
than  for  the  previous  year.  Included  in  this  amount  there  has 
been  expended  for  permanent  improvements  on  sidewalks,  and 
for  laying  781  yards  of  coucrete  walks  on  Court,  Leydeu,  Sum- 
mer and  North  Streets,  $657.21.  Under  a  vote  of  the  town  the 
Selectmen  were  instructed  to  include  in  their  appropriation  au- 
nually  the  sum  of  $500  for  the  improvement  of  sidewalks,  and 
that  the  sidewalks  from  Town  Square  to  Samoset  Street,  as  the 
maiu  avenue,  be  permanently  improved.  In  compliance  with 
these  instructions,  the  larger  portion  of  the  work  has  been  done 
ou  that  line  of  street  and  a  permanent  sidewalk  has  been  con- 
structed on  the  east  side  from  Noith  Street  to  Depot  Avenue  ; 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  walk  on  the  west  side  has  also 

Veen  supplied  with  a  walk  of  the  same  material  and  furnished 

i 

;for  a  portion  of  the  way  with  stone  curbing. 
^•Incase  the  abutters  north  of  Vernon  Street  can  be  induced 
Kq  contribute  a  portion  of  the  expense  for  furnishing  curbing, 
ftUe  remainder  of  the  walk  on  the  west  side  may  be  nearly  or 


u 


quite  completed  the  present  year.  The  Selectmen  have  adopted  j 
the  rule  to  apply  to  other  itroets  withiu  the  thickly  settled  por- 1 
tions  of  the  town,  whenever  application  is  made  by  abutters,  to  j 
contribute  one  half  the  cost  of  concreting  the  sidewalks  abutting! 
their  premises  ou  the  street,  and  the  improvements  on  Leydeiil 
and  North  Streets  have  been  made  in  conformity  with  it;  fchel 
amount  has  been  included  iu  the  sum  reported  as  expended  for  | 
sidewalk  improvement.  1 

The  general  repairs  of  sidewalks  with  other  materials  than  I 
concrete  is  not  included  in  the  sum  set  apart  for  permanent  im- J 
provement  of  sidewalks,  but  is  charged  to  the  ordinary  repairs  J 
of  roads  and  bridges.  There  has  beeu  expended  in  connection.  | 
with  the  ordinary  repairs  of  roads  the  past  year,  a  larger  sumjl 
than  usual  for  paving  of  gutters,  some  3000  feet  having  boon  laid -ij 
on  Russell,  Court,  South  and  North  Streets.  j 

The  repairs  on  Russell  Street,  as  well  as  ou  Court  and  South,  m 
are  permanent  improvements,  and  a  much  less  sum  than  form 
erly  will  bo  required  in  the  future  to  keep  them  in  good  coudi 
tion. 

Improvements  have  been  made  in  other  sectious  of  the  town^ 
including  some  $300  expended  on  the  road  to  South  Pond,-| 
which  has  been  appreciated  by  those  who  have  had  occasion  to 
travel  over  that  road  for  the  past  few  years.    The  roads  hi 
general  have  beeu  kept,  it  is  believed,  up  to  the  requirements  of 
public  travel,  as  far  as  the  appropriation  would  permit.  Very* 
much  more  could  and  would  be  desirable  to  have  been  accoin* 
plished ;  but  with  so  larg  3  au  extent  of  roads,  nearly  or  quitel 
eighty  miles  within  the  limits  of  the  town,  and  annually  in] 
creasing,  nothing  like  permanent  improvement  can  be  attempted! 
outside  the  limits  of  the  thickly  settled  portions  of  the  town. 

The  absence  of  snow  for  the  past  two  years  has  relieved  the' 
road  department  from  a  considerable  portion  of  its  usual  ex 
penditure,  and  has  consequently  allowed  a  larger  amount  to 
expended  on  permanent  and  temporary  repairs.  <f 
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The  scarcity  of  good  road  material  and  how  to  provide  it  is 
^coming  a  serious  question,  and  must  necessarily  increase  the 
)st  of  maintaining  roads  in  the  future. 

'  It  is  difficult  at  present  to  estimate  with  any  degree  of  cor- 
inty  what  appropriation  may  be  required  for  roads  and 
ridges,  until  bills  for  the  removal  of  snow  have  been  deter- 
liued,  and  the  matter  will  bo  deferred  until  that  time. 


NEW  ROADS. 
Dn. 

o  payments  on  Water  Street  extension .   $8,559  98 


award  paid  Olark  Finney  for  land 

damage  on  Cliii'  Street   50  00 

payments  on  Allerton  Street   130  31 

  $8,746  29 

On. 

\y  balance  from  old  account   568  99 

reimbursement   on    account  Water 

Street  extension   418  80 

appropriation   3,500  00 

 $4,517  79 

Overdrawn     $4,228  50 


>.  ,The  expenditures  for  new  roads  have  been  larger  than 
liticipatod,  from  causes  which  could  not  have  been  wholly 
areseen  when  the  estimates  were  submitted  to  the  town.  At 
be  date  of  the  last  report  the  petitions  for  the  extonsion  of 
Vater  Street  had  not  been  fully  considered,  and  was  not  finally 
eported  upon  until  the  April  meetiug,  when  the  matter  was 
nought  before  the  town  by  the  laying  out  of  the  Selectmen, 
riuch  located  the  road  on  the  line  of  the  shore  for  reasons 
f)uck  were  then  submitted,  and,  after  being  fully  discussed  at 
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that  and  a  subsequent  meeting,  was  adopted,  and  the  Select-' 
men  instructed  to  build  the  road  in  accordance  with  the  plans 
of  the  engineer,  which  was  prepared  to  give  to  the  Town  before 
taking  action  in  the  matter,  the  exact  location  which  had  been 
decided  upon  by  the  Selectmen  in  their  report  to  the  Town,' 
The  freight  and  travel  by  this  route  to  and  from  the  Old  Colony 
Railroad  station  to  the  southern  and  lower  portion  of  thej 
Town,  will  find  a  shorter  and  easier  route  by  avoiding  the  dis- 
tance and  grade  of  North  Street,  which  was  one  of  the  main 
reasons  for  the  road  urged  by  the  petitioners  and  considered  in  the 
laying  out,  and  has  been  agitated  since  the  opening  of  the  rail} 
road,  but  has  been  delayed  by  the  opposition  of  land  owuera 
and  the  large  expenditure  which  was  considered  unavoidable  ifj 
its  construction.  £ 

The  estimates  submitted  by  the  Selectmen  for  building  \\\  ' 
road  were  based  upon  the  opiuion  of  road  builders  and  thos 
who  had  experience  in  such  work,  and  the  cost  would  not  hay  J 
exceeded  their  estimates  for  any  considerable  amount,  had  '| 
not  been  found  necessary  to  make  some  changes  and  suppo| 
the  road  and  protect  it  from  the  sea  by  a  longer  sea-wall  tuft' 
was  at  first  thought  necessary,  aud  which  could  be  done  whjl 
the  contractor  was  on  the  ground  with  the  necessary  tools;  f 
doing  the  work,  at  less  expense  than  at  any  other  time. 

In  laying  out  the  road  from  Water  to  Howland  Street,  it  w 
impossible  to  locate  the  road  with  straight  lines  without 
curring  very  large  expenses  for  damage  to  property  and  lag 
owners,  and  having  high  embankments  on  the  upper  side,whj 
would  have  been  costly  to  maintain.    The  cost  would  so  :{ 
have  exceeded  the  views  of  oven  the  advocates  of  the  road  th 
it  is  probable  few,  if  any,  would  have  been  found  to  support} 
The  land  damage  charged  was  so  excessive  on  the  location  fjf 
made  by  the  engineer  between  Ocean  Place  and  the  lamjl 
Josiah  A.  Bobbins,  which  was  ten  feet  above  the  location  fhv 
made  and  accepted  by  the  Town,  that  tho  change  was  nr  . 
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tartly  to  avoid  it,  and  with  the  belief  that  a  curve  or  angle  in 
,he  road  between  these  points,  where  the  road  could  serve  no 
)ther  purpose  than  accommodate  the  travel  which  from  other 
Dortions  of  the  road  would  divide  at  Ocean  Place,  would  not  be 
iither  serious  or  objectionable,  connecting  as  it  does  with  a 
itreet  of  no  greater  width  or  angles. 

While  the  road  was  under  construction,  the  advantage  to  be 
;ained  by  straightening  and  widening  the  road  from  a  point 
>pposite  the  second  angle  in  the  sea  wall  to  a  point  beyond 
3ceau  Place  was  more  apparent,  and  negotiations  were  made 
vith  George  H.  Jackson,  the  owner  of  the  land  and  building, 
or  the  removal  of  the  building  and  purchase  of  a  strip  of  land, 
naking  the  road  forty  feet  instead  of  thirty-five  feet  wide  be- 
tween the  points  mentioned.  The  sum  paid  for  the  land  was 
fl50,  the  Town  to  assume  the  cost  of  removing  the  house  and 
cutting  it  in  as  good  condition  as  before,  which  cost,  in  addition 
.0  the  land,  the  sum  of  $325.  The  change  was  made  and  lia- 
bility assumed  by  the  Selectmen,  as  it  could  not  be  referred  to 
-he  Town  without  delaying  the  contractor,  and  with  the  belief 
;hat  the  change  would  meet  the  approval  of  the  Town,  Mr. 
fackson  making  as  we  considered  reasonable  terms  for  the 
jhange.  An  allowance  was  made  by  the  contractor  for  the 
jbange  in  the  wall  to  the  amount  of  the  damage  paid  for  the 
iftud,  so  that  the  cost  to  the  Town  for  the  change  was  $325. 
^.The  contractor  has  finished  his  work,  with  the  exception  of 
[pcing,  which  will  be  done  as  soon  as  the  condition  of  the 
jround  will  permit,  and  in  general  has  satisfactorily  performed 
la's  contract. 

EThere  remains  additional  grading  to  the  road  bed  opposite 
Jjhe  land  of  George  H.  Jackson,  which  it  is  not  economy  to  do 
^til  some  action  is  taken  by  the  Town  to  support  the  embank- 
ments against  the  land  of  George  H.  Jackson  and  J.  A. 
bobbins ;  and  in  justice  to  these  abutters,  it  should  be  stated 
{Jjat  their  awards  were  made  with  reference  to  the  support 

m  2 
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being  furnished  by  the  Town,  and  we  think  the  Town  is  equit- 
ably, if  not  legally,  bound  to  furnish  it.  The  cost  of  a  support- 
ing wall,  say  three  to  three  and  a  half  feet  in  height,  with 
foundation  of  tunall  stoue,  including  the  .excavation,  will  prob- 
ably cost  not  less  than  $700,  and  may  equal  $1,000,  depending 
on  the  quality  of  the  work  and  material  required.  The  road  iu 
other  respects  is  in  fair  condition,  and  nothing  beyond  t ho  care 
which  any  new  road  requires  is  anticipated,  unless  on  some 
portions  where  the  clay  foundation  may  need  special  repairs  after 
the  frost  leaves  the  ground.  Sooner  or  later  a  sea  wall  will  be 
needed  as  a  continuation  of  the  present  sea  wall  to  a  point  fifty 
to  oue  hundred  feet  north  of  Howlaud  Street  ;  also,  opposite  :| 
the  land  of  Alexander  Jackson.  At  present  temporary  bulk-  f 
heads  have  been  supplied  to  protect  those  exposed  plaees,  and  I 
may  serve  the  purpose  for  some  time  unless  a  heavy  gale  from  i 
the  east  should  occur  on  high  tides,  iu  which  case  the  road  I 
would  be  likely  to  suffer  at  those  points  and  more  permanent  | 
work  would  have  to  be  substituted. 

The  contract  with  0.  V.  Pendleton,  Esq.,  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  to-  I 
whom  it  was  awarded  as  the  lowest  bidder  for  the  sum  of  :| 
$5,315,  included  the  building  of  the  road  in  accordance  with  % 
plans  and  specifications  furnished  by  the  Selectmen,  also  a  sea  ■' 
wall  four  hundred  and  twenty-six  feet  in  length,  of  llockport  ; 
granite,  and  a  20-inch  drain  pipe  under  that  portion  of  the  road  1 
covering  the  brook  near  the  depot.  This,  together  with  the  | 
land  damage,  would  have  made  the  cost  of  the  road,  including  | 
the  timber  furnished  by  the  Town  for  foundation  for  sea  wall,  | 
$7,215. 34.  There  was  paid  in  addition  to  the  above  amount  of  4 
$5,315  to  the  contractor,  for  work  which  it  was  found  necessary  | 
to  do  and  not  included  in  his  contract,  the  sum  of  $115  for  i 
widening  the  road  near  the  depot  to  fifty  feet  on  top  instead  of  | 
at  the  foot  of  the  slope  and  constructing  the  stone  abutment  to  | 
reoeive  the  pipes  under  the  road  ;  $598.25  for  extending  the  | 
sea  wall  seventy  feet  and  building  a  supporting  wall  back  of  the  j 
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bouse  of  George  H.  Jackson  ;  also,  $325  for  moving  the  house 
from  the  line  of  the  road  to  conform  to  the  widening  before 
referred  to. 

These  items,  in  addition  to  a  bill  of  sundries  of  $16.60,  makes 
the  bam  due  and  paid  the  contractor,  le'ss  tho  sum  of  $1.52.70, 
allowed  by  him  for  change  in  the  sea  wall,  $6,038.60. 

There  was  paid  by  the  Selectmen  in  addition  $100.3-1  for  lum- 
ber for  foundation  tor  sea  wall ;  $276.34  for  an  additional  fifteen 
inch  pipe  under  the  road  to  provide  in  case  of  obstructions  in 
the  main  pipe  or  from  insufficient  capacity  in  case  of  a  freshet ; 
$124.50  for  engineer  expenses  and  plans;  $271.41  for  sundries, 
which  included  additional  drains,  bulkheads  and  lumber  to  pro- 
tect the  road  from  the  action  of  the  sea,  and  covering  the  road 
bed  with  cinder  after  the  contractor  had  removed  the  clay, 
which,  if  allowed  to  remain,  and  being  covered  with  only  the  or- 
dinary covering,  would  have  incurred  additional  expense  for 
removal  as  soou  as  the  road  should  have  been  opened  and  sub- 
jected to  heavy  travel. 

These  amounts,  together  with  land  damage  paid  of  $1,300, 
aggregate  the  sum  of  $8,111.18,  which  is  the  amount  expended 
on  the  road  to  the  present  time.  There  remains  a  balance  due 
the  contractor  when  his  work  is  finished  of  $178.55,  and  awaids 
for  laud  damage  not  yet  paid  of  $500,  making  the  cost  of  the 
'  road  when  these  items  are  paid  $8,789.73. 

That  there  was  not  sutlicieut  allowance  made  in  estimating 
the  cost  of  such  work  is  clearly  shown  ip  comparing  tho  cost 
with  tho  estimates.  But  it  is  the  experience  both  in  public  and 
private  works  of  this  nature  that  estimates  are  not  infallible, 
and  the  only  safe  rule  to  follow  is  to  add  quite  a  percentage  to 
estimates,  even  of  the  best  judges. 

To  provide  for  the  payment  necessary  to  complete  the  road, 
will  temporarily  add  to  our  appropriations  a  larger  sum  than  is 
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desirable,  but  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  Town  will  not 
gret  its  decision,  and  would  not  part  with  it  even  for  the  ret 
of  its  cost. 

There  are  petitions  now  pending  for  the  laying  out 
widening  of  Ocean  and  Drew  Places,  on  which  final  action 
not  been  taken  by  the  Selectmen.     Both  roads  are  neces 
sarj  to  make  connections  with  the  new  road^  and  will,  withou 
doubt,   in  addition  to  increased  accommodation  for  travel 
increase  the  value  of  the  vacant  lands  on  its  line  which  will  be 
wanted  for  building  purposes. 

The  widening  of  Howland  Street  on  the  north  side  will  altf 
become  a  necessity  which  cannot  long  be  delayed. 

The  County  Commissioners  have  decided  to  lay  out  Davl 
Street  from  Prospect  to  Vine  Hills  Cemetery.  The  time  allowe 

for  its  construction,  will  allow  it  to  be  worked  by  the  To 

■\'',jt 

teams  at  such  times  as  they  can  be  spared  from  their  ordina 
work.    The  widening  of  the  road  at  Wellingsley  has  also  bee 
decided .  upon  by  the  Commissioners,  and  we  anticipate || 
Town  will  be  instructed  to  work  it  during  the  Spring  or  earl 
Summer.   The  necessity  has  been  apparent  for  a  long  time,  an 
travel,  especially  in  the  Summer  months,  willbe  accommodate 
by  increased  width  in  that  locality.    An  appropriation  to  pr 
vide  for  the  deficiency  and  such  amounts  as  are  due  but  no. 
yet  paid,  will  only  be  provided  for  in  the  list  of  appropriation 
for  the  current  year. 

To  distribute  as  far  as  possible  the  burdens,  the  Selector 
recommend  that  the  amounts  which  may  be  expended  for  a 
ditional  work  on  new  roads  this  year,  be  borrowed  and  includ 
in  the  appropriations  for  the  following  year. 


services  Town  Clerk  ;  

,e\\  frame  Unitarian  Church  

3C.  H.  Holmes,  looking  up  and  recording  deeds  of 

Town  property  

ieDt  of  halls  for  Town  meetings  '  

"guide  boards  and  setting  

ij.-.v  •, . 

sewer,  Robinson  Street   

^Charles  Raymond  and  others,  return  of  deaths.  . 

Ellis  Benson,  care  Town  clock  

coal  bills,  Town  House  

John  Atwood,  serving  notices,  etc  

'Arthur  Lord,  legal  services   

stationery,  stamps,  etc  , 

^bills  fire  in  the  woods  

^Town  forester  bills   

;Jbill  setting  steps  Colo's  Hill  

'printing,  Avery  &  Doten  ;  

D.  W.  Andrews,  Town  Meeting  warrants   

Armory  rent  

.Standish  Guards,  fuel  and  lights  two  years  

repairs  Town  House   

services  Selectmen  

Decoration  Day  

sundry  bills  


Vs. 


Ob. 


$176  10 
.  4047 

75  00 
70  00 
44  49 
61  86 
37  00 

25  00 
49  62 

26  25 
8  00 

64  89 
297  02 
121  14 
660  00 
366  63 

30  00 
350  00 
100  00 
632  56 
575  00 
125  00 

96  43 

$4,032  46 


'jbalance  old  account   $352  78 

•appropriation   3,000  00 

Armory  rent  reimbursed    250  00 

#ewer  rights   191  98 

undry  items    44  10 


$3,838  86 


Overdrawn 


$193  60 
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The  amouut  expended  and  charged  to  this  account  is  larger 
than  usual,  being  $922.85  in  excess  of  last  year. 

As  this  account  is  chargeable  with  all  payments  not  provided 
for  by  direct  appropriation,  the  accompanying  detailed  expendi- 
ture will  sufficiently  explain  for  what  purposes  the  expenditure 
has  been  incurred. 

One  of  the  largest  items  included  in  the  account  was  expend- 
ed for  setting  the  steps  on  Cole's  Hill,  which  was  authorized  by 
the  Town,  but  no  appropriation  was  provided  to  meet  it. 

The  repairs  on  the  Town  House,  for  which  was  expended 
$632.50,  had  long  been  needed,  but  had  been  neglected  as  vari- 
ous plans  had  been  discussed  for  a  new  building,  and  in  case 
any  change  was  decided  upon  it  was  not  thought  advisable 
to  make  repairs  until  the  matter  was  finally  settled.  As 
the  building  is  likely  to  remain  as  it  is  for  the  presont  it 
has  been  put,  so  far  as  the  exterior  is  concerned,  in  good  con- 
dition. 

The  expenditures  made  by  the  Town  forester  have  been 
charged  to  the  account,  and  exceeds  the  amount  appropriated 
by  the  Town  in  the  sum  of  $21.14. 

An  appropriation  of  $3,000  will,  it  is  estimated,  provide  for 
the  deficiency  and  current  expenses  of  the  year,  and  is  recom- 
mended. 

SCHOOLS. 
On. 

By  appropriation  $18,500  00 

one-half  dog  fund   270  43 

Massachusetts  school  fund   211  02 

transfer  from  school  building  account   2  78 

sale  school  books   1,001  55, 

$19,985  78 
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Da. 


To  balance  overdrawn 
paymonts  1881 . . . 


$384  06 
19,505  74 


$19,889  80 


Undrawn 


$95  98 


The  expenditures  on  account  of  schools,  as  compared  with 
last  year,  show  an  increase  of  $2*051.61,  which  is  partly  offset 
by  additional  credits  from  sale  of  school  books,  making  the  net 
expenditure  $1,671.19. 

I  Included  in  this  amount  are  special  repairs  on  school-houses, 
for  which  an  appropriation  of  $1,000.00  was  made  at  the  annual 
meeting.  There  remains  an  unexpended  balance  of  the  appro- 
priation for  Oak  Grove  school-house,  of  $123.52. 

The  Committee  ask  for  an  appropriation  of  $17,500.00  for 
current  expenses,  and  the  unexpended  balance  of  Oak  Grove 
school-house  appropriation  for  special  repairs  on  school  houses. 
Under  the  present  Hy.stem  of  maintaining  the  schools  it  is  dilH- 
cult  to  see  how  any  less  sum  will  be  required,  and  recommend 
the  appropriation  asked  for  by  the  Committee. 


WATER  WORKS. 


1880, 


Pit. 


Dec.  31.    To  overdrawn  balance   $930  86 


interestonscrip  and  notes,     5,850  00 

extensions   2,785  34 

sundry  expenses   4,567  88 


$14,134  08 
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Or. 

By  receipts  from  water  renis,  labor  and 
materials   


Overdrawn   $2,210  74 

The  sum  total  of  expenditures  for  the  department  the  past 
year  has  been  $13,203.22,  bein^  $728.28  in  excess  of  the  previ- 
ous year,  of  which  $2,785.34  was  expeuded  for  extensions,  in-  f 
eluding  the  pipe  laid  from  the  reservoir  to  supply  the  Woolen 
Mill,  which  cost  $2,246.18.  A.  portion  of  this  will  be  reimbursed 
to  the  Town  by  the  mill  owners,  who  are  with  the  Town  jointly 
benefited  by  the  improvement. 

The  expenditure  was  much  larger  than  was  estimated  by  the  > 
Commissioners  in  their  report  to  the  Town  at  the  April  meet- 
ing, when  they  were  authorized  to  make  the  connection.  The 
income  from  the  works  has  increased  from  $11,500.17  in  1880 
to  $11,923.34  in  1881,  an  increase  for  the  year  of  $423.17. 
Leaving  out  the  extensions  included  in  the  account  the  last  4 
year,  there  would  have  remained  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the 
works  of  $1,505.12  as  income  for  the  year,  -which  would  have 
provided  for  the  deficiency  and  left  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  | 
the  account.  M 

The  overdrafts  in  the  account  of  $2,210.74  will,  it  is  esti-  1 
mated,  be  provided  for  by  reimbursements  and  surplus  income  | 
for  the  year,  and  no  appropriation  is  recommended. 

  ,  ;| 

VINE  HILLS  CEMETERY. 
Or. 

By  balance  old  account   $528  42  ' 

cash   received  from  twenty-eight 
•  lots  sold   401  20 


V 


11,923  34 


'7 


$929  631 


To  payments  in  1881 


25 
Da. 


469  32 


Undrawn   $460  30 

There  have  been  sold  during  the  year  twenty-seven  lots, 
amounting  to  $387.45,  four  of  which  remained  unpaid  when  the 
account  was  closed,  amounting  to  $52.90.  There  has  also  been 
collected  $66.65  for  five  lots  sold  in  previous  years. 

There  is  due  for  thirteen  lots  sold  in  previous  years,  $210.90. 

The  balance  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  account  will  provide 
for  the  care  and  improvement  of  the  grounds,  and  no  appropri- 
ation is  recommended.  1 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 
Ob. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $372  50 

appropriation    2,000  00 

Reimbursements   60  00 


$2,432  50 


Dr. 

To  payments,  1881   2,452  74 


Undrawn   $20  24 

The  repairs  on  the  reservoir  iu  Town  Square,  which  was  not 
|  anticipated  when  the  appropriation  was  made,  for  which  the 
K  sum  of  $175  was  expended,  has  occasioned  the  overdraft  in  this 
account. 
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POOIi. 
0», 

By  balance  from  ok]  account    $672  42 

appropriation   6,500  00 

reimbursements   1,476  26 

$8,648  68 

Du. 

Expended  in  1881   $7,837  41 

Undrawn  '   $811  27 

The  net  expenditures  on  account  of  poor  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year  show  a  less  expenditure  of  $28.78, 

An  appropriation  of  $6000  in  addition  to  the  balance  stand- 
ing to  the  credit  of  the  account  is  recommended. 


INSANE  POOR. 

Cit.  1 

By  balance  from  old  account    $107  57  i 

appropriation  .    1,500  00.| 

reimbursements   191  52 1 

-i 

 f| 

$1,799  091 

Payments,  1881   1,741  15 1 

Undrawn   $57  94  j 

The  number  of  patients  in  the  hospitals  remains  the  same  asj 
last  year,  although  changes  have  occurred  by  the  discharge  amy 
transfer  of  some  of  the  inmates  whose  places  have  been  sup^j 
plied  by  new  cases  admitted.  An  appropriation  of  $1,500  jqj 
recommended. 
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ASSESSORS. 
Or. 

By  balance  from  old  account   $18  41 

appropriation  ...    750  00 

$768  il 

Dr. 

To  payments  1881   662  71 

Undrawn   $105  70 

WAR R EN  FUND. 
Or. 

By  balanco  old  account   $1,016  35 

interest   50  00 

$1,066  35 

Dr. 

|  To  payments  in  1881   30  72 

Undrawn   $1,035  63 

I 

FRESH  BROOK. 
Or. 

|  By  balance  old  acoount   $22  72 

Dr. 

?  To  payments  1881   11  80 

Undrawn   $10  92 
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ABATEMENTS. 

Or.  •  j 

By  balance  from  old  account                  $2,989  57  1 

overlay  1881                                      1,206  79  | 

  $1,196  36  I 

Dr. 

To 'transfer  to  school  buildings               $1,800  00  | 

rebate  tax   8  81 

abutements.   1,160  87 

  2,969  21  ; 

Undrawn   \   $1,227  15  I 


AG  AW  AM  AND  HALF-WAY  POND  FISHERY. 

Cr.  I 


JBy  cash  received  from  sale  of  brook. .  $132  50 

Dr. 

To  payments  1881   $15  50 

balance  covered  into  the  treasury. .         87  00 

  $132  50  I 

ml 
M 


TRAINING  GREEN  FUND, 
Or. 

By  balance  from  old  account   "*     $576  37 ; 

interest    23  ii 

 1 

Undrawn    $599  81; 

i 


I 

I 

|  WIDOWS'  FUND. 

On. 

I: 

By  one-third  dividend  Old  Colony  Na- 
tional Bank  

jy        balance  from  old  account  

I  return   

«: 
I 

v  Dr. 

\.  To  payments  1881   


$133  33 
67 
14  00 

$148  00 
$148  00 


COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES. 
Dr. 

To  balance  old  account   

commission   collecting  $4,583.08 
back  taxes,  one  per  cent  .... 
To  salary  1881  


Cr. 

I  By  appropriation  ?   $450  00 

less  one  per  cent,  on  $0,746.31  taxes 

1881  uncollected   67  46 


$23  74 

45  83 
450  00 

$519  57 


$517  46 


B>v  Overdrawn 


$2  11 
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OAK  GROVE  SCHOOL-HOUSE. 
On. 

By  appropriation  1881  ■ . .  $2,600  00 

Dr. 

To  payments  1881   $2,176  48 

Undrawn   $123  52 

f 

SEXTON. 
Or. 

By  appropriation   $125  00  ' 

Dr. 

To  paymeuts  1881   $125  00 

i'2 

TREASURER. 
Cr. 

By  appropriation   $500  00 

Dr. 

To  payments  1881   $500  00: 

I 

DUXBURY  AND  COHASSET  RAILROAD  SINKING! 

FUND. 
Cr. 

J3y  appropriation   $1,500  OQj 

Dr. 

To  payments  to  trustees   $1,500 
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I; 
i 

I  WATCH  AND  POLICE. 

j*  By  appropriation   $1,400  00 

I  Dr. 

|  To  overdrawn  bulanco   $158  46 

payments  1881    1,173  30 

 $1,331  70 

'i 


I        Undrawn   $08  24 

I  — _ — . 

i 

LIGHTING   STREETS  AND  TOWN  HOUSE. 

Dm. 

To  amouut  expended  1881    $1,170  74 

Ou. 

By  undrawn  balance   $49  36 

appropriation   $1,100  00 

 $1,149  36 


Overdrawn   $21  38 


STONE  CROSSINGS. 
Ca. 

]  By  balance  account   $214  72 

Dr. 

|To  payment*  1881    76  80 


Undrawn   $137  92 
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BURIAL  MILL 
Cit. 

By  appropriation  

reimbursements  ....  

Dh. 

To  payments  1881  


$211  72 


GUIDE  BOARDS. 

The  Guide  Boards  have  been  replaced  and  repainted,  and 
are  reported  in  good  condition. 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 

Roads  and  bridges   $8,000  00 

Schools   17,500  00 

Contingent    3,000  00 

Poor   6,000  00 

Insane  poor   1,550  00 

Fire  Department   2,350  00 

Burial  Hill   250  00 

Sexton    125  00 

Collector  of  taxes   450  00 

Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  sinking  fund   1,500  00 

|    Treasurer    500  00 

j     Lighting  streets  and  Town  House                    ...  1,200  00 

[    Watch  and  police   1,150  00 

Assessors   700  00 

j     Town  debt    5,700  00 

New  roads   5,500  00 

|    Indigent  State  aid   378  91 


The  revenue  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated is  as  follows  : 

Corporation  tax,  estimated   $1,500  00 

Bank  tax,  estimated   2,500  00 

Miscellaneous  receipts   4.00  00 


$55,853  91 


$7,400  00 


$18,453  94 

Leaviug  the  sum  of  $18,453.91,  which  it  is  recommended  be 

raised  by  taxation  for  the  expenses  of  the  current  year. 

I  WILLIAM  H.  NELSON, ") 

1  HENRY  WHITING,  Selectmen 

%  0.  B.  STODDARD,  [  of 

|  JOHN  CHURCHILL,  Plymouth. 

I  DAVID  CLARK, 

I       Plymouth,  February  14, 1882. 


VALUATION 


Real  estate   $2,852,525  00 

Personal  property   1,525,775  00; 

Total  valuation   $-4,378,300  00; 

Gain  in  personal  estate,  1881    $101,900  00 

Gain  in  real  estate    29,050  00 

Number  of  polls,  1,791, 

Tax  on  polls,  $2.00.  ,  > 

Rate  of  taxation,  $1.36.  1?l  1 

Number  of  horses,  496. 

Number  of  cows,  491.  M 
Number  of  sheep,  176. 
Number  of  dwelling  houses,  1 ,167. 


V 
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ABSTRACT  OP  RECORDS  FOR  1881. 


Voteil — That  the  Town  allow  the  use  of  the  Town  Hall  to  the 
Plymouth  Public  Library  for  the  purposes  of  a  free  public 
library,  and  that  permission  be  given  to  said  library  to  make 
such  alterations  in  the  hall  us  may  be  necessary  to  adapt  the 
hall  to  the  uses  of  a  public  library,  the  same  to  be  discontinued 
upon  six  months  notice  by  the  Town. 

Voted — That  the  Town  will  accept  and  allow  the  laying  out 
pf  a  town  way  from  Water  Street  to  Howl  and  Street  and  from 
powland  Street  to  Depot  Avenuo  as  made  by  the  Selectmen. 

i  Voted — That  the  School  Committee  be  authorized  to  pur- 

pbase  a  lot  and  build  a  new  school-house  on  Oak  Street  or 

jjcinity  and  to  furnish  tho  same,  and  to  sell  the  lot  on  Summer 

treet  on  which  tho  Oak  Grove  school-house  now  stands  and 

move  the  building  to  a  new  lot,  and  that  the  Town  appro- 
Bp  ^" 

|riate  $2,600  therefor  to  be  assessed  on  the  polls  and  estates 

a  1881. ' 

jl'Voted — To  authorize  tho  Selectmen  to  defray  tho  expenses  of 
||ttipg  a  liight  of  stone  steps  on  Cole's  Hill  and  to  charge  the 
$me  to  Contingent  account. 

looted — That  tho  Selectmen  bo  instructed  to  employ  some 
liable  person,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $100  per  year,  to 
lb  ouargo  of  and  trim  the  trees  in  the  streets  of  said  Town. 
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Voted — That  the  town  raise  and  appropriate  $3,500  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  constructing  the  town  way< 
from  Water  Street  to  near  the  depot,  recently  located  by  the 
Selectmen  and  accepted  by  the  Town,  and  that  said  sum  be 
assessed  on  the  polls  and  estates  of  the  current  year. 

Voted — That  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  and  instructed  to 
hire  a  further  sum,  not  exceeding  $3,000,  for  said  purpose,  of 
auy  person  or  corporation,  and  to  give  the  uoto  of  the  Town 
therefor. 

Voted — That  the  Town  establish  a  Pound  at  Chiltonville. 

Voted — That  the  Water  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized 
to  lay  water  pipe  from  the  Prospect  Street  reservoir,  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  the  Woolen  Mill,  and  for  such  other  pur- 
poses as  they  may  rind  expedient,  provided  satisfactory  arrange* 
raents  can  be  made  with  the  owners  of  said  mill,  such  supply 
being  subject  to  the  condition  of  a  vote  passed  October  14 
1878,  so  far  as  applicable. 

Voted — That  the  Selectmen  are  authorized  and  directed  to  | 
borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding  $1,000,  the  samo  to  be  applied  to; 
the  payment  of  the  costs  of  laying  water  pipe  to  the  Woolen/^ 
Mill  as  this  day  voted,  and  that  the  same  be  included  in  the; 
taxes  for  the  next  year. 

Voted — That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Town  that  the  School 
Committee  will  be  fully  justified,  after  due  notice  to  any  hab- 
itual  truant  and  to  his  parents,  in  taking  legal  steps  for  sendin 
him  to  the  Reform  School.  'J 

Voted — That  license  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  in  this  town.    Yeas,  230;  nays,  100. 
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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Selectmen— William  H.  Nelson,  David  Clark,  Henry  Whit- 
I  iug,  Charles  B.  Stoddard,  John  Churchill. 


p      Town  Clerk — Curtis  Davie 
I      Town  Treasurer — Curtis  Davie. 

m 

Collector  of  Taxes — John  Churchill. 
K*      Assessors — John  Harlow,  Josiah  A.  Bobbins. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor— John  Churchill,  E.  Cushing  Turner, 
I    Georgo  H.  Jackson. 

Sexton — Clement  Bates. 

Water  Commissioners— Charles  O.  Churchill,  Samuel  H. 
Doten,  Nathaniel  Morton,  Horace  P.  Bailey,  Everett  F.  Sher- 
man. 

School  Committee— Charles   B.  Stoddard,  Frederick  N. 
Knapp,  James  D.  Thurber,  Nathaniel  Mortou,  George  G.  Dyer, 
Phebe  li.  Clifford. 
Superintendent  of  Schools— Charles  Burton. 
Agawam  Fishery  Committee — Joseph  F.  Towns,  Jesse  B. 
Atwood. 

Constables — John  Atwood,  Barnabas  Hedge,  James  B.  Col- 
ling wood,  Freeman  Manter,  William  E.  Baker,  Joseph  W. 
Hunting,  Martin  J.  Hunting. 
Burial  Hill  Committee — Selectmen. 

Trustees  Dux  bury  &,  Coh  asset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund — 
'  John  J.  Russell,  George  G.  Dyer,  Isaac  Brewster. 
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Bomm,  and  Measueeiis  o.  LuMBMathamel  Brow., 
Leavitt  T.  Bobbins,  George  H.  Jackson. 
Inspector  and  Sealer  op  Leather — John  Churchill 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  MEASU«E8_0hristopher  T.  Harris 
Plymouth  Beach  Committee — Selectmen. 
Surveyors  op  Highways— Selectmen 

Field  Drivers i  and  Fence  ViEWERS-Joseph  F.  Towns,  Lewis 
S.  Wadsworth,  Nathan  B.  Perry,  Hosea  C.  BartlcH,  Galea  It 
Holmes.  xv 


Superintendent  op  Water  WonKs-Richard  W.  Bagnell 
Collector  op  Water  Rates — J osiah  A.  Robbins 
CoMMiriEE  0N  Fire  in  the  Woona-Franklin  B.  Cobb,  Henry 
Wb.tmg  Wdham  T.  Davis,  Gustavus  G.  Sampson,  Thorn as 

lT\    7?  T,ight'  °*  ^  ^  Tniiuau  Sampso 
Ba.nabas  Hedge,  Leavitt  T.  Robbie,,  Ezra  Finney,  Ziha  Ellis 
Samuel  Bradford,  Benjamin  Ward,  David  Clark,  L>u  Samp"' 
son  Nathapiel  Brown,  M.  V.  R.  Doug.ass.  Sanincl  H  lZ, 
Thomas  Sampson,  A.  J.  Atwood,  Nathaniel  Clark,  Joseph  F 
hZ^'  HathaWUy'  ^  *  N-  B.  Perry,  clorge 

^UKDKEEPERs-O.iverT.Wood,  Hosea  C.  Bartlett,  Galen  J 

E^"ALTH~William  *  ^  *  1 

Committee  on  InlAND  FisHEn.Es-Char.es  B.  Stoddard,  Jesse 
R.  Atwood,  Lemuel  Bradford,  2d. 


REPORTS. 


REPORT  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


The  uudersigned,  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  ^pfoniit  the  following 
report  :  — 

The  calls  for  aid  have  been  about  the  same  as  the  previous 
year. 

The  outside  poor  have  had  their  wants  supplied  as  in  the 
best  judgment  of  the  Overseers  they  needed. 

The  inmates  of  the  Almshouse  the  past  year  as  heretofore 
have  been  kindly  and  gently  treated,  well  cared  for  and  made 
comfortable. 

Tramps  have  nearly  disappeared,  having  entertained  but 
eighteen  the  pust  year. 


Balance  undrawn,  Jan.  1,  1881  

The  Town  raised  for  the  support  of  the  poor  the 


$67?  42 


past  year  

lleceived  from  other  towns  for  supplies  furnished 


6,500  00 


their  poor 


1476  26 


$8,618  68 


Amount  expended  . . 
Amount  unexpended 


$7,837  41 
811  27 


$8,618  68 
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INS  J  till  POOH. 
Balance  undrawn,  Jan.  1,  1881 
Amount  raised  for  the  support  of'  insane  'poor"  ' 
Received  as  reimbursements  .  * 


$107 
191' 
$1,709 


Amount  expended  . .  

Amount  unexpended  $1>741 
   ;  57 

  $1,799 

POOR  AT  TUB  ALMSHOUSE. 
Number  of  inmates,  Jan.  1,  1882  . . . 

Number  admitted  during  the  year . '..  '". ' I 
Number  discharged  

Number  died    ' * 

Number  remaining,  Jan.  1, 1881 ...........  ]  [  [  '/     '  ^ 


INSANE  POOR. 
Number  at  the  Hospitals,  Jan.  1,  1882 
Number  admitted  during  the  year  .... 
Number  discharged  during  the  year 

Number,  died  during  the  year  ' ' ' '   ' "  "  J 

Number  remaining,  Jan.  1,  1882   \[[\\' 


poor  for  the  current  year  $6,000,  and  for  the  suppo '   of  the  in 
'   E.  0.  TURNER,       *  ]the%^ 
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EIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Tlie  following  animal  report  of  the  Plymouth  Fire  Depart- 
ment for  the  year  1881  I  respectfully  submit  to  tho  honorable 
Board  of  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth  : 

EXPENSES  OF  THE  BE? Alt TMENT. 


Ob. 

Jan.     1,  1881.    Balance  from  old  ac- 
count  $372  50 

April   -1,  1881.    Appropriation    2,000  00 

Sept.,      1881.    Services  on  tug-boat,        20  00 

Dec.  31,  1881.    County  reimburse- 
ments   40  00 

  $2,432  50 

Dr. 

Expenditures    2,452  74 

Overdrawn  balance   $20  24 

I  recommend  an  appropriation  for  the  ensuing  year  of 
$2,350.00. 


APPARATUS. 

Tho  apparatus  of  the  department  consists  of  two  steam 
engines,  with  hose  carriages  ;  two  hand  engiues  with  hoso  reels, 
one  of  them  being  located  at  North  Plymouth  ;  one  hook  and 
ladder   truck ;   four   independent  hose  carriages ;  two  force 


pumps.  During  the  year  alterations  Laving  been  made  in  the 
mill  of  the  Joint  Company  on  Spring  Hill,  where  one  of  the 
pumps  was  located,  causing  its  removal,  the  Hoard  decided  that 
considering  the  expense  attendant  to  the  resetting  of  the  pump, 
which  would  be  large,  and  our  water  supply  for  tire  purposes  in, 
that  locality  being  sufficient, — not  to  reset,  but  to  see  if  some; 
other  location  for  it,  where  more  needed,  could  not  be  obtained. 
No  desirable  place  has  yet  been  found.  The  other  pump  is  at 
the  tack  and  rivet  mill  of  S.  Loring's  and  is  in  working  order. 
We  have  also  on  hand  two  hand  engines,  not  in  working  order, 
but  preserved  as  relics.  During  the  past  year  a  thorough 
examination  of  the  boiler  of  Engine  No.  2  was  made  by  the 
builders  of  the  boiler.  Several  Hues  were  taken  out,  the  boiler 
being  found  to  be  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition,  and  pro- 
nounced good  for  some  years. 


HOSE. 

We  have  in  use  in  the  department  3,350  feet  of  hose,  most  of 
it  reliable.  The  defects  noticed  at  the  Court  House  lire  were 
not  generally  caused  by  any  decay  of  the  material,  but  by  the 
drawing  of  the  couplings,  a  defect  which  has  been  remedied  by 
resetting.  An  additional  supply  of  uew  hose  is  to  be  pur- 
chased, also  two  extension  ladders. 


UESEliVOIUS  AND  11  YD  HANTS. 

The  lining  of  cement  that  was  put  into  the  reservoir  in  Town 
Square  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  year,  and  appeared  so  satis* 
factory  for  a  few  months,  commenced  to  leak  again,  caused  by 
the  cement  cracking.    Further  examination  showed  that  the 
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brick  work  was  cracked  in  several  parts,  caused  by  jarring,  or 
heaving  by  frost.  The  Board  decided,  after  conferring  with 
competent  mechanics,  to  do  as  they  advised,  and  have  a  lining 
of  brick  put  into  the  reservoir  and  coated  with  cement,  which 
has  been  done  at  a  cost  of  $180.00,  and  a  water  displacement 
of  4,780  gallons.  It  now  contains  when  full,  17,009  gallons. 
No  leakage  has  yet  been  noticed. 

The  reservoir  on  the  Green  is  leaking  in  the  upper  part, 
caused  by  the  roots  of  the  trees  working  into  it.  Attention  will 
be  paid  to  it  at  the  proper  season.  The  others  are  in  good 
condition. 

The  hydrants  are  in  good  order,  but.  one  new  one  having  been 
added  during  the  year,  that  being  on  Davis  Street,  near  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Strong. 


MANUAL  FORGE. 

The  manual  force  of  the  department  consists  of  110  men, 
with  a  Board  of  Engineers  of  six  men,  and  twenty  call  mem- 
bers at  North  Plymouth,  on  pay  only  at  time  of  service. 


FIRES. 

The  past  year's  fire  record  is  but  one  fire  to  which  the 
department  haye  been  called  to  work  their  apparatus.  This 
was  the  Court  House,  November  7,  whore  a  loss  of  $7,600.00 
was  awarded,  covered  by  insurance.  April  14  a  slight  fire  at 
the  Bradford  Joint  Co.'s  mill  caused  an  alarm,  damage  very 
small.  In  this  connection  I  will  speak  of  the  construction  of 
our  buildings,  especially  our  churches  and  hails.    At  the  Court 
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House  Bra  any  observer  could  see  that  if  the  attic  hud  b< 
floored  over,  the  loss  below  would  have  been  eomparativ 
small.  As  it  was,  the  slate  fell  from  the  roof  through  I 
ceiling,  bringing  with  it  fire  into  the  Court  Room,  which  v 
the  cause  of  the  damage  by  fire  in  that  part  of  the  building. 


REMARKS. 

It  is  apparent  to  any  one  that  the  members  of  this  depa 
ment  see  the  great  importance  of  a  prompt  response  to  the  c 
for  their  services,  and  see  that  their  labors  at  the  first  start  oi 
fire  are  of  the  greatest  value.  For  this  promptness,  perfc 
obedience  to  orders,  for  orderly  conduct  in  performing  some* 
they  have  my  thanks.  Also  to  my  Assistants,  for  their  aid, 
tender  my  thanks. 

SAMUEL  BRADFORD, 

Chief  Engineer  of  Five  Department. 
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Plymouth  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund. 


0 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth  : 

Gentlemen :  We  submit  the  following  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  Plymouth  Wfiter  Scrip  Sinking  Fund  at  the  present 
time : 

Dit. 

To  amount  received  from  Town  Treasurer   $1,759  43 

iucome  from  same   336  86 

$2,096  29 

Ob. 

By  Mansfield     &  Framingham   Railroad  Bond,  . 

$1,000  at  6  per  cent   $1,025  67 

Chicago  Car  Trust  Bond,  $1,000  at  6  per  cent.  1,000  00 

deposit  in  Plymouth  Savings  Bank   40  28 

cash   30  34 

$2,096  29 

WILLIAM  H.  NELSON, )  „,  , 
GEORGE  G.  DYER.       )  lrmeess- 

Plymouth,  February  15,  1882. 
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REPORT  OF  WATER  COMMISSIONERS, 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1881. 


Amount  expended  during  the  year  on  account  of  ^ 
general  expenses,  repair,   and   interest  on 

water  loan  

Piping  expeuses'and  interest  on  pump'  loa„ .'  [  [  J| 

Total  cost  of  operating  the  works   W^TS 

The  mcome  from  all  sources  was  *  '  32 

  11,923  34, 

Income  above  running  expenses  

Amount  expended  for  extension  and  setting  valves  2  H<)I  N/ 

Brass  rad  and  fixtures  at  pump  house. .  .  ^  J 

Coal  on  hand  at  close  of  the  year  7  ■ 

y    187  25 

lied  inMavW  f™.         i  •  ut  a  meeting} 

iu,iy  mbt,  tor  Supplying  tlio  Woohm  TVI.il  1  J 
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WQOLEN  MILL  SUPPLY. 

The  supply  oi  water  to  the  mill  by  the  new  pipe  laid  from 
the  roservoir  is  satisfactory  to  the  manufacturers. 

It  was  considered  expedient  to  lay  a  ten-inch  pipe  through 
the  reservoir  embankment,  and  at  a  depth  of  ten  feet  from  the 
top  of  the  stone  facing.  From  this  ten-inch  to  Vernon  Street 
the  size  is  eight  inches,  and  at  the  corner  of  Prospect  and  Davis 
Streets  a  fire  hydrant  connects  with  it.  A  six-inch  branch  is 
placed  on  Vernon  Street,  and  should  it  be  dosired  in  the  future 
to  arrange  for  a  supply  to  Court  and  Main  Street  from  this 
pipe,  the  extension  to  the  Court  Street  main  could  be  made  at 
small  expense. 

This  change  of  the  mill  supply  has  relieved  the  general 
distribution,  and  the  draft  of  water  for  domestic  uses  varying 
little  during  pumping  hours,  the  inconvenience  previously  ex- 
perienced by  the  high  service  takers,  from  the  unavoidable 
fluctuations  caused  by  the  irregular  drawing  by  the  mill  is 
avoided,  and  a  steady  pressure  maintained  upon  the  pipes  of 
not  loss  than  twenty-tive  feet  above  the  usual  level  of  South 
Pond. 

The  How  into  the  Prospect  Street  reservoir  is  regulated  by 
the  check  valve  near  Stoddard  Street,  as  a  greater  or  less  quan- 
tity is  required  to  keep  it  at  a  uniform  height. 

PUMPING  WORKS. 

The  quantity  of  water  pumped  during  the  year,  as  appears 
by  the  record  of  Mr.  H.  P.  Gibbs,  the  engineer,  amounted  to 
105,1)05,307  gallons,  a  daily  avorago  of  -154,535.  The  least 
quantity  used  daily  was  in  May,  390,010,  and  the  largest  in 
February,  amounting  to  531,988  or  noarly  100,000  gallons  in 
excess  of  the  average  for  the  year,  and  is  accounted  for  by  the 
running  to  waste  during  the  extreme  cold  weather  of  that 
month,  to  prevent  freezing  of  the  service  pipes. 
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The  pump  has  run  4,199  hours,  requiring  the  consumption  J 
of  261,793  pounds  of  coal  during  the  year.  The  engine  has 
been  overhauled  and  thoroughly  examined  by  Mr.  Gibbs,  and  J 
he  reports  it  in  no  way  impaired  by  the  two  years'  working,  the  j 
machinery  and  boiler  being  in  good  condition. 

The  duties  of  the  position  held  by  Mr.  Gibbs  require  effi- 
ciency and  close  attention,  and  in  their  performance  he  has  |f 
shown  the  requisite  qualifications. 

The  distance  of  the  station  from  town  is  so  great,  and  as  im-  9 
mediate  communication  with  the  engineer  may  be  required,  the  J| 
construction  of  a  telephone  is  contemplated  by  the  commission-  m 
ers  during  the  coming  seasou,  the  estimated  cost  being  $175. 

The  road  way  from  Deep  Water   bridge  to  the  pumpiug  II 
works  is  in  bad  condition,  and  the  large  amount  of  carting  for  |* 
supplying  coal,  with  the  increasing  carriage  travel  over  it,  calls  k 
for  its  improvement.    Should  it  be  laid  out  as  a  highway  and  J| 
graded,  a  small  annual  outlay  would  keep  it  in  good  order. 


EXTENSIONS. 

The  superintendent  reports  the  laying  of  3,286  feet  of  wrought"! 
iron  and  cemeut  pipe,  of  sizes  from  three  to  ten  inches,  increaskf 
ing  the  length  of  main  and  distributing  pipes  to  twenty  miles,* 
and  by  addition  of  the  length  of  service  pipes,  making  a  total  p{:j 
twenty-four  and  a  half  miles  under  his  charge. 

The  work  of  the  last  year  has  required  his  constant  attention 
and  has  been  performed  as  economically  as  the  nature  of  tbojj 
work  would  allow.  The  cutting  through  the  bank  of  the  reserlj 
voir  for  the  additional  outlet  pipe,  required  much  care  in  securj 
ing  the  safety  of  the  workmen,  and  the  filling  of  the  cut  an^? 
laying  of  the  clay  puddle  was  of  necessity  slow  that  the  per*] 
manency  of  the  work  should  be  made  cortaiu,  and  this  impor^j 
ant  part  of  the  work  appears  to  be  satisfactory. 


49 


RESERVOIR. 

The  attention  of  the  Town  is  called  to  the  necessity  of  adopt- 
ing some  measure  for  retaining  a  greater  quantity  of  water  than 
is  now  possible,  for  use  in  case  such  emergency  arise  as  the 
breaking  of  the  pumping  machinery. 

The  quantity  now  used  daily  is  so  large,  that  although  the 
natural  How  from  South  Pond  could  be  made  available  in  case 
of  accident  to  the  pump,  the  reservoir  would  be  drawn  upon 
to  the  oxtent  of  reducing  it  about  two  feet  daily,  and  four  days' 
draft  would  take  the  water  so  low  as  to  entirely  deprive  many 
of  the  high  service  takers,  and  also  the  Woolen  Mill  of  water. 

An  outlay  of  $1,500  would  probably  increase  the  capacity  of  the 
present  reservoir  500,000  gallons,  or  little  more  than  the  quantity 
now  required  for  daily  use,  and  the  head  would  only  reach  the 
inconsiderable  extent  of  three  and  a  half  feet  more  than  now 
realized  from  it ;  and  it  may  be  questioned  whether  this  outlay 
would  be  judicious,  and  could  not  be  better  applied  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  reservoir  on  more  elevated  ground,  to  hold  at 
least  one  week's  supply,  satisfying  all  consumers  and  maintain- 
ing a  high  pressure  on  the  fire  hydrants  should  their  use  be 
required. 

The  matter  of  increased  storage,  and  with  it  a  high  head  of 
water,  is  an  important  one,  and  the  delay  on  the  plea  of  inabil- 
ity to  incur  the  expense,  is  such  economy  as  may  result  in  a 
misfortune  similar  to  that  recently  experienced  by  the  city  of 
Haverhill. 
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INCOME.  1 

£ 

It  appears  by  the  acoouuts  of  the'Collector,  that  the  amount  % 

charged  for  water,  labor  and  materials  to  December  31,  and/ 

unpaid  bills  of  1880  was   $12,535  92  ' 

The  amounts  collected  are  for  water.  .  $11,520  38 

For  labor  and  materials    402  96 

Abatements  for  freezing  of  pipes   108  56 

Abatements  for  vacant  tenements   331  06 

Uncollected  bills   172  96 

 $12,535  92 

The  uncollected  accounts  are  maiuly  made  up  of  charges 
since  the  issuing  of  bills  November  1,  and  will  be  paid  in  May. 

The  amount  of  $11,520.38  received  on  water  rates,  includes  ; 
no  income  for  supplying  water  to  the  public  schools,  street  J 
sprinkling,  or  for  fire  hydrants,  for  which  a  charge  should  bo  > 
made  if  it  is  desirable  to  show  the  full  benefit  derived  from  our 
works. 

The  fire  hydrants  now  number  sixty-three,  and  at  the  lowest 
rate  allowed  in  nearly  all  places  having  a  system  of  water! 
works,  would  be  $1,200.00,  to  which  sum  add  $175.00  for  street  § 
sprinkling,  and  $150.00  for  water  furnished  schools,  fire  engine 
houses,  and  other  public  uses,  and  the  amount  that  would  be^ 
realized  if  the  works  were  in  the  hands  of  a  private  corporation^ 
could  not  be  less  than  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  lb 

As  the  custom  has  been  with  the  several  departments,  oft 
using  the  several  appropriations  for  the  particular  requirements* 
of  each,  and  compensation  exacted  for  any  expenditure  for  the§ 
benefit  of  another,  the  same  system  should  be  applied  to  all.! 
The  subject  will  appear  plain,  by  stating  that  the  water  depart*! 
ment  required  work  by  the  men  and  teams  of  the  road  depart"/ 
ment,  and  also  received  wood  for  fuel,  and  the  bills  were* 
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properly  paid  from  the  water  income.    It  would  be  as  reason- 
able to  decline  paymeut  of  such  bills,  as  for  expenditures  to  be 
i  made  by  the  water  works  for  furnishing  a  supply  for  the  pur- 
^  poses  named. 

B;  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  works  are  expected  to  be  self- 
|  supporting,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  also  that  manufactures 
I  have  been  introduced,  beneficial  to  the  town,  solely  on  accJunt 
|  of  the  cheap  water  facilities  furnished  them. 

Should  the  town  appropriate  and  raise  annually  the  sum  of 
$1,500  on  account  of  water  furnished  for  public  uses,  it  may  be 
f  considered  expedient  to  increase  the  sinking  fund  by  the  addi- 
tion of  this  sum. 


EXPENSES. 


The  amount  of  $9,711  estimated  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
I  as  required  for  pumping  and  general  expenses,  has  been  exceed- 
I  ed  in  the  sum  of  $171.32.  The  amount  considered  as  sufficient 
I-  to  meet  the  expenses  of  maintenance  for  the  year  1882  is 
I  $10,101,  applied  to  the  purposes  named  in  the  annexed  state- 
s' ment. 
V 

I  Salary  of  Superintendent   $600  00 

I  Collector  of  water  rates   325  00 

I  Permanent  laborer   624  00 

ervice  pipes  and  repairs   425  00 

ntereat  on  water  loan   .        5,400  00 

|  Sundry  expenses  incident  to  management   300  00 

I* Engineer  of  steam  pump,  salary   600  00 

I  Extra  pumping   106  00 

f  130  tons  coal   845  00 

Amount  carried  forward   $9,225  00 
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Amount  brought  forward   $9/225  00 

Wood  for  kindling  fires   68  00 

Lubricating  oil  and  packing   55  00  / 

Illuminating  oil   8  00 

Boiler  inspection  aud  insurance   25  00 

Interest  on  pump  loan    570  00 

Paintiug  pump  house  and  repairs   150  00 

$10,101  00 

Estimated  income  for  1882  ,   12,000  00 

Income  above  estimated  expenses    $1,899  00 


Payments  for  the  year  have  been  for  general  expenses  and 
extensions. 
Paid  — 

Superintendent   $500  00 

Collection  of  water  rates   309  56 

Service  pipes  and  plumbing    148  41 

Valves   198  10 

Cement  ,  .  .  362  87 

Shell  for  pipes   655  60  , 

Railroad  freight  and  express   118  72 

Enameled  cloth  and  canvass   53  41 

Lumber                                                     ....  21  51| 

Service  pipe  boxes.   46  3§- 

Blacksmith  work  and  tools   46  %rJi 

Printing    30  50* 

Stationery  and  postage   9  13 

Furniture    3  60 

Trucking  and  carriage  hire   '   327  20 


Amount  carried  forward 


$2,831  U 
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Amount  brought  forward   $2,831  13 

Cast  iron  pipe   37  99 

Iron  gate  tops   103  40 

White  lead  and  oil    19  77 

•  Carpenter  work   27  68 

Rnbber  mittens,  etc    14  32 

Fuel   7  50 

Labor   2,036  68 

Interest  on  water  loan   5,280  00 


$10,358  47 


3ost  of  extensions   $2,891  62 

Ordinary  expenses    7,466  85 


PUMPING  EXPENSES. 

Paid— 

I.  F.  Gibbs,  engineer   $689  50 

nterest  on  pump  loan    570  00 

)oal,  161  tons   1,094  75 

Vood   89  50 

Humiliating  oil   8  21 

jiibricating  oil   39  75 

ralvos  and  packing   15  38 

'atent  flue  cleaner   11  82 

lubber  hose   22  10 

Overhauling  engine  aud  labor   4  50 

•ools   28  08 

loiler  inspection  and  insurance   25  00 

al-soda  •   7  38 

Amount  carried  forward   $2,605  97 
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Amount  brought  forward   $2,005  97 

Express   8  30  ^ 

Repairs  on  furnace     2  25  |1 

Brass  rail . , .  f     84  94 

Ladders     11  35 

Grind-stone   8  50 

Grading  .    ...  .   10  20 

!  $2,731  51  i 


SUMMARY. 


EXPENDITURES. 


Paid  for  extensions  

for  ordinary  expenses, 
for  fixtures  at  pump. . 

for  coal  on  hand  

for  pumping  expenses 


$2,891  62  I 
7,466*  85  ;  ; 
125  79 
187  25  §\ 
2,418  47 


$13,089  98  jl 


Receipts. 

Received  for  water   $11,520  38 

for  materials  and  labor   402  96 

overdrawn   1,166  64 1 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  O.  CHURCHILL, 
SAMUEL  H.  DOTEN, 
NATHANIEL^MORTON, 
EVERETT  F.-  SHERMAN, 
HORACE  P.JBAILEY, 


$13,089  98 


Water 
C\nnmimoner£M 
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SUPERINTENDENTS  REPORT. 


Office  of  Superintendent  of  Water  Works,  ) 
Plymouth,  January  1,  1882.  J 

To  the  Commissioners  of  Water  Works  :— 

Gentlemen:  In  conformity  to  the  regulations  of  the  Water 
Commissioners,  requiring  the  Superintendent  to  report  at  close 
of  the  year  the  condition  of  the  Works,  1  herewith  submit  my 
eighth  annual  leport  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1881. 

The  additions  made  to  the  pipe  lines  the  past  year  amounted 
in  all  to  3,53b*  feet  of  wrought  iron  and  cement  pipe,  viz :  67 
feet  ten-inch,  505  feet  eight-inch,  1,192  feet  si*  inch,  180  feet 
four-inch,  976  feet  three-inch,  256  feet  one-inch  in  diameter,  at 
a  total  cost  of  $2,785.31. 

The  two  hundred  and  iifty-six  feet  of  one-inch  pipe  was  laid 
from  Atlantic  Street  to  the  tenement  houses  in  field  north  of 
Atlantic  Street,  at  a  cost  of  $69.77.  Water  let  in  pipe  August 
3rd. 

Oue  hundred  and  forty-four  feet  of  three-inch  pipe  was  an 
extension  on  Centennial  Street  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  John 
Moore,  at  a  cost  of  $19.85.    Water  let  in  pipe  June  30th. 

Seventy-seven  feet  of  three-inch  pipe  was  laid  on  Prospect 
Street  from  Samoset  Street,  at  a  cost  of  $10.93.  Water  let  on 
August  3rd. 

One  hundred  and  eighty  feet  of  four-inch  pipe  was  the  exten- 
sion of  pipe  on  Howland  Street,  between  Court  and  Water 
Streets,  at  a  cost  of  $70.85.    Water  let  in  pipe  September  29th. 
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Two  hundred  and  thirty-five  feet  of  throe-inch  pipe  was  laid 
in  Jackson  Place  from  North  Street,  at  a  coat  of  $80.19! 
Water  let  on  October  24th. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-five  feet  of  three-inch  pipe  was  laid 
on  Spooner  Street  from  .Court  Street,  at  a  cost  of  $118.42. 
Water  let  in  pipe  December  8th. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-five  feet  of  three-inch  pipe  was  an 
extension  of  the  pipe  on  Vernon  Street,  west  of  Prospect  Street, 
at  a  cost  of  $73.15.  This  line  of  pipe  was  not  laid  until  De- 
cember.   The  water  has  not  been  let  in  pipe  at  date. 

Two  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  feet  of  pipe  has 
been  laid  from  the  reservoir  to  the  Woolen  Mill  Avenue.  Sixty- 
seven  feet  was  ten-inch  pipe  laid  from  the  reservoir  out  to 
Prospect  Street ;  fiive  hundred  and  sixty-five  feet  was  eight- 
inch,  connected  on  the  ten-inch,  and  laid  down  Prospect  Street 
to  Vernon  Street;  three  huudred  and  forty-six  feet  was  six- 
inch  pipe,  connected  on  the  eight-inch  pipe  at  Vernon  Street, 
laid  down  Prospect  Street  to  Samoset  Street;  seven  hundred 
and  six  feet  of  six-inch  pipe  laid  down  Samoset  Street  between 
Prospect  Street  and  Court  Street ;  four  hundred  and  forty  - 
feet  of  six-inch  pipe  laid  on  Court  Street  to  Woolen  Millj 
Avenue,  at  a  total  cost  of  $'2,246.18.    The  cost  per  foot  of  the  J 
line  of  pipe  from  the  reservoir  to  the  Woolen  Mill  Avenue,  wa$) 
a  larger  amount  than  usual,  but  made  necessary  by  the  nature, 
of  the  work,  which  in  a  great  degree  was  caused  by  the  entranc 
of  the  pipe  in  the  reservoir ;  the  trench  being  fifteen  fe 
deep  from  the  reservoir  out  to  Prospect  Street,  and  the  na(ur 
of  the  soil  was  such,  the  caving  of  the  banks  made  it  necessar 
to  proceed  very  cautiously.    The  draft  through  this  line  of  pjr 
restores  the  loss  of  pressure  on  the  high  service,  caused  by  JJ 
heavy  drawing  of  water  by  the  Woolen  Mill. 

Thft  munber  of  s*rYictr  pip«>  inserted  during  the  y< 
twenty-three  ]  lengvh  oi  pipe,  154  loot,   Oosi  oi  |St$*fc, 
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Cost  of  trenching,  $20.10.  Total  cost  of  service  pipes  inserted 
during  the  year,  $04.35. 

The  total  cost  of  repairs,  removing  obstructions  on  the  main 
distributing  and  service  pipes  was  $321.06.  * 

Of  the  leaks  and  obstructions  that  have  occurred  : 


In  ten-inch  pipe   2  The  cost  of  repairs. ,  $12  82 

Iu  eight-inch  pipe   3  The  cost  of  repairs..  20  40 

In  six-inch  pipe   2  The  cost  of  repairs.  .  19  50 

In  four-inch  pipe   18  The  cost  of  repairs..  73  85 

In  three-inch  pipe    ......  1  The  cost  of  repairs. .  3  25 

tn  two-inch  pipe   46  The  cost  of  repairs. .  153  17 

[n  service  pipes    18  The  cost  of  repairs..  38  07 


Total  number  of  leaks.  . .  90    Total  cost  of  repairs.  $321  06 
Fourteen  new  gates  have  been  established  this  year  ;  one 
wo-iuch  gate  on  Robinson  Street,  junction  of  Sagamore  Street; 
me  two-inch  gate  on  Court  Street  on  the  branch  for  Hall's 
ane  ;  one  eight-inch  gate  on  Market  Street,  junction  of  Sum- 
ner Street  ;  one  four-inch  gate  on  Mayflower  Street,  north  of 
franklin  Street  branch  ;  one  four-inch  gate  on  Franklin  Street, 
it  junction  of  Pleasant  Street ;  one  four-inch  gate  on  Pleasant 
ttreet,  north  of  Washington  Street  branch  ;  one  four-inch  gate 
n  Court  Street,  at  Spoouer's  Hill ;  one  two-inch  gate  at  Eel 
liver,  south  of  old  bridge  ;  one  four-inch  gate  on  Court  Street, 
t  junction  of  Howland  Street,  making  a  total  cost  of  the  nine 
bove  gates,  $219.28. 

One  three-inch  gate  on  Prospect  Street,  at  junction  of 
amosot  Street ;  one  three-inch  gate  on  North  Street  for  branch 
i  Jackson  Place  ;  one  three-inch  gate  ou  Court  Street,  for 
ranch  on  Spooner  Street ;  one  eight-inch  gate  on  Prospect 
treet,  on  pipe  to  Woolen  Mill ;  one  two-inch  gate  on  Vernon 
treot,  for  the  branch  west  of  Prospect  Street.  The  cost  of  the 
ist  five  gatt-.s  is  included  in  tlie  cost  of  the  extensions  to  wlueli 
jgY  belong. 
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Forty-four  service  boxes  and  five  gate  boxes  have  beeu  tukeu^ 
out  and  replaced  by  new  ones,  at  a  cost  of  $51.45. 

There  has  been  added  to  the  water  takers  this  year,  eighteen  1 
families,  six  stables,  eighteen  water  closets,  ten  bathiug  tubs, 
one  fish  market,  two  urinals  and  one  motor. 

The  whole  amount  expended  for  labor 

during  the  year  is   $2,161  81 

Amouni  paid  for  labor,  trenching   $2,130  81 

Amount  paid  for  labor  on  boxes  and 

repairs  on  reservoir  fence   31  00 

Total  amount  of  labor    $2,161  81 

Amount  received  for  labor,  trenching. .  $213  18 
Amount  received  for  shutting  oil"  service        83  50 


Total  amount  received  for  labor 


326  68 


Total  net  cost  of  labor 


$1,835  13* 
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SIZE  OF  PIPE  IN  USE. 
Main  and  distribution  pipe  laid  to  December  31, 1881 : 


Twenty-inch  pipe     51  feet 

Cone   5  " 

Twelve-inch  pipe   04  " 

Ten-inch  pipe..                                             ..  18,362  " 

Eight-inch  pipe   4,616  " 

Six-inch  pipo    8,915  " 

Four-inch  pipe   36,354  " 

Three-inch  pipe   8,515  " 

Two-inch  pipo   27,864  " 

Two-inch  iron  pipe   795  " 

One-inch  cement  pipe   418  " 

One-inch  enameled  iron  pipo  .*   520  " 

Six-eighths-inch  cement  pipe   110  " 

Seveuth-eighths-iuch  iron  pipe   813  " 

 feet. 

Total  number  of  feet   107,432 


The  number  of  service  pipes  attached  to  the  main  and  distri- 
bution pipes  is  1,106,  the  street  length  being  22,120  feet,  mak- 
ing, with  the  main  and  distribution  pipes,  a  total  of  129,552  feet 


Qr  24  miles  and  2,832  feot. 

Total  number  of  gates  to  December  31,  1881   126 

Twelve-inch  gates   2 

Ten-inch  gates   8 

Eight-inch  gates   7 

Six-inch  gates   9 

lA_>ur-inch  gates   38 

Three-inch  gates    10 

Pwo-inch  gates   45 

)ne-inch  gate  for  waste   .  7 

—  126 


R.  W.  MGNELk,  Superintendent. 
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Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund. 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth  : 

Gentlemen,  —  We  respectfully  submit  the  following  statement 
of  the  condition  of  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  Duxbury  &  Cohas- 
set Railroad  at  the  present  time. 

Dr. 

To  amount  received  of  Town  Treasurer   $14,193  20 

To  amount  received  for  income  on  same    2,712  81 


Cu. 

By- 

Bond  of  City  of  Chicago,  seven  per  cent  

Bond  of  Town  of  Plymouth  (water),  six  per  cent. . 
Bond  of  Old  Colony  Bail  road,  seven  per  cent  .... 

Bond  of  Old  Colony  Railroad,  six  per  cent   

Bond  of  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad,  six  per  cent. . 
Bond  of  Boston,  Concord  &  Montreal  Railroad, 

six  per  cent  

Bond  of  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  Railroad,  six 

per  cent  

Bond  of  Chicago  Car  Trust,  six  per  cent  

Bond  of  Massachusetts  Central  Railroad,  six  per 

cent  

Ten  shares  in  Old  Colony  National  Bank   

Five  shares  in  Webster  National  Bank  .   

Deposit  in  Plymouth  Savings  Bank  


$16,906  01  m 

=====  m 

m 

$1,000  00 
1,000  00 
2,000  00 
1,000  00 
2,000  00 

2,000  00 

2,000  00 1 
2,000  00 

2,000  00 1 
1,000  00 1 

500  Oo! 

406  01 


JOHN  J.  RUSSELL, 
ISAAC  BREWSTER,' 
GEORGE  G.  DYER, 

Plymouth,  February  15,  1882. 


$16,906  01| 
I  TrustmM 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT. 


M AIM [AGES  REGISTERED  IN  PLYMOUTH  IN  1881. 

Jan.      1.    Louis  N.  Lafayette  aud  Maggie  J.  Morton,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Jan.      1.    Arthur  F.  Arnold  and  Efiie  L.  Sweetzer,  both  of 
Duxbury. 

Jan.      4.    Albert  O.  Peterson  of  Kingston  and  Emily  W. 
Potter  of  Plymouth. 

Jan.     12.    Thaddeus  Fauuce,  Jr.,  and  Julia  F.  Sears,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Feb.     10.    Lucien  P.  Nelson  of  Abington  and  Rebecca  J. 
Churchill  of  Plymouth. 

Feb.     16.    Ephriam  S.  Morton  and  Ellen  Cushman,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Feb.     17.    Albert  L.  Gordon  and  Laura  T.  Loring,  both  of 
Newton. 

Feb.     19.    Robert  Gardner  and  Celia  Maud,  both  of  Plymouth. 
Feb.     28.    Eugene  Kuntz  and  Sophia  Perry,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Maich  18.    George  H.  Morton  of  Plymouth  and  Amanda  M. 

Mann  of  Noya  Scotia.    Married  in  Cambridge. 
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March  24.    Jolm  C.  Shiverick  and  Julia  W.  Holmes,  both  of  | 
Plymouth.    Married  in  Boston.  | 

March  31.    Warren  S.  Gale  and  Louisa  Herbert,  both  of  Ply-  " 
mouth. 

April     6.    Joseph  A.  Brown  and  Oynthia  P.  Douglass,  both  of  ; 

\  w 

Plyjaouth. 

April     9.    Frederick  A.  Parsons  and  Carrie  M.  Lashures, 
both  of  Plymouth. 

April    12.    Christopher  D.  Sampson  and  Lucy  B.  Sampson, 

both  of  Plymouth.  | 

April    14.    Franklin  M.  Holmes  aud  Mary  L.  Stevens,  both  of 

Plymouth.  •  $ 

April    23.    Robert  Burns  and  Lizzie  W.  Bradford,  both  of  • 
Plymouth.  j\ 

April    27.    Albert  Chummuck  and  Mary  E.  Brown,  both  of  i 
Plymouth.  | 

May      4.    Daniel  F.  Howard  of  Plymouth  and  Ada  F.  Clay  of  < 
Kingston.    Married  in  Kingston.  tl 

1 

May     11.    James  H.  Bagnall  aud  Catherine  G.  Donley,  both  $j 
of  Plymouth.  | 

May     18.    Cornelius  J.  McCarthy  and  Fannie  Burns,  both  of  m 
Plymouth.  ! 

May     19.    Josiah  Cook  and  Jessie  M.  Reed,  both  of  Plymouth 

May     19.    Ephriam  Pratt  of  Kingston  and  Ruth  E.  Bryant  of  Jl 
Plymptou.  II 

May     28.    Edwin  L.  Wilds  of  West  Bridgewator  and  Lizzie \M 

Swift  of  Plymouth.  M 

W 

June      2.    Lemuel  Raymond  and  Alice  A.  Jennings,  both  pf^ 
Plymouth.    Married  in  Kingston. 
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June      8.    Herbert  E.  Bradford  and  Lizzie  E.  Caswell,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

June    14.    Henry  L.  Holbrook  of  Plymouth  and  Ada  W. 

Cashing  of  Weymouth.    Married  in  South  Ald- 
ington. 

June  16  Frederick  F.  Bumpus  and  Sadie  F.  Edgecomb,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

June  16.  Edmund  Luddy  of  South  Abingtou  and  Mary 
Ryan  of  Plymouth. 

June  25.  James  J.  Madden  and  Susan  Darling,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

July  1.  William  H.  Thornton  and  Julia  Cunningham,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

July      3.    Jollry  Boudrot  and  Mary  White,  both  of  Plymouth. 
July      5.    John  Oarr  and  Mary  Fleming,  both  of  Plymouth. 
July     16.    Frederick  A.  Ward  of  Carver  and  Clara  E.  Perkins 
of  Plympton. 

July  16.  John  F.  Chandler  and  Myrtie  A.  Cripps,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

July  28.  Loring  C.  Hall  aud  Ellen  J.  Carroll,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

July     31.    Oliver  T.  Laphatn  and  Hattie  B.  Sears,  both  of 
Plymouth.    Married  in  Carver. 
|  July     31.    Ebeuezer  T.  Brailoy  of  Plymouth  and  Elizabeth 
W.  Haley  of  Plympton.    Married  in  Plympton. 

f  July     31.    Frederick  T.  Hall   of  Plymouth  and  Lillian  J. 
Thompson  of  Kingston. 

Aug.     3.    Michael  Heath  aud  Josephine  Boudrot,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. . 
|  Aug.     3.    Benjamin  Terry  and  Amelia  Smith,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 
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Aug.  5.  Anton  e  Tries  and  Paulina  Shulz,  both  of  Plymouth 
Aug.  10.    William  W.  Washburn  of  South  Abingtou  and  Alict 

C.  Holmes  of  Plymouth.      ■  . 
Aug.  1G.    Barnabas  H.  Holmes  and  Alice  J.  Shaw,  both  o 

Plymouth.    Married  in  Kingston. 
Aug.  29.    Lester  E.  Tirrell  of  Plymouth  and  Hattie  S.  Scot 

of  Brockton.    Married  in  Qnincy. 
Sept.    4.    Charles  Raymond  and  Alice  A.  Clough,  both  of  Ply 

mouth. 

Sept.  7.  Nathan  W.  Douglass  and  Nellie  E.  Manter,  both  q 
Plymouth. 

Sept.  10.  William  L.  Green  of  Stoneham  and  Annie  E.  Burg 
ess  of  Plymouth.    Married  in  Lynn. 

Sept  28.  Luther  W.  Savery  of  Middleboro  and  Alice  J 
Churchill  of  Carver. 

Oct.  1.  William  Gilespie  and  Alice  A.  Walch,  both  of  Ply< 
mouth. 

Oct.       6.    Walter  F.  Dickson  of  Harvard  and  Helen  C,  At 

wood  of  Plymouth. 
Oct.     13.    Alexander  Jackson,  Jr.,  and  Abby  W.  Davis,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

Oct.  29.  Alonzo  C.  Sampson  and  Lizzie  F.  Wood,  both  o: 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  5.  Charles  E.  Bradford  of  Plymouth  and  Lucy  Ef 
Thompson  of  Kington.  J 

Nov.  8.  Elisha  T.  Douglass  and  Annie  E.  Beamy,  both  61 
Plymouth. 

Nov.     10.    Charles  J.  Young  of  Hiugham  and  Adeline  A.  Sin;? 

mons  of  Plymouth. 
Nov.    14.    Benjamin  W.  Shaw  and  Hannah  B.  Griffith,  both 

of  Carver. 

Nov.  19.  John  T.  Howard  and  Mary  E.  Kendrick,  both  q| 
Plymouth. 


65 


Nov.    19.    Jacob  Stevens,  Jr.,  and' Bath  A.  Standish,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.    20.    Samuel  N.  Crocker  of  Barnstable  and  Betsey  A. 

Shaw  of  Carver. 
Nov.    23.    Edwin  A.  Gilmore  of  Plymouth  and  Charlotte  A. 

M.  Welch  of  Bath,  Me.    Married  at  Bath. 
Nov.    24.    Charles  F.  Hayden  and  Lydia  T.  Bradford,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Nov.    24.    Bartholomew  Sullivan  and  Aunie  S.  Keliiher,  botfy 
of  Plymouth. 

Nov.    24.    Thomas  Manning  and  Margaret  Murray,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.    24.    Peter  Burgholcor  and  Mary  C.  Picard,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Nov.  26.  Edward  F.  Stranger  and  Emma  J.  Doty,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  29.  Herbert  C.  Howlaud  and  Lizzie  \V.  Manter,  both 
Plymouth. 

Dec.     13.    Charles  H.  Nesmith,  Jr.,  and  Sarah  J.  Butters, 

both  of  Plymouth. 
Deo.     13.    Joseph  C.  Fuller  and  Susie  E\  Collingwood,  both 

of  Plymouth. 

Dec.  14.  Pelham  Whiting  and  Heleu  P.  Holmes,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Dec.  24.  Joseph  M.  Nickerson  and  Lottie  G.  Courtney,  both 
of  Plymouth.    Married  at  West  Sandwich. 

Deo.  25.  James  Delany  and  Mary  A.  Roach,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Dec.  28.  Horatio  Wright  and  Ruhanna  D.  Raymond,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

Dec.  31.  Arthur  L.  Howlaud  and  Aurilla  L.  Harmon,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

i  Dec.     31.    John  S.  Dunn  of  North  Attleboro  and  Ruth  H. 

Swift  of  Plymouth.    Married  at  West  Sandwich. 
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SUMMARY. 


The  following  are  the  statistics  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths  registered  in  Plymouth  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1881 : 

BIRTHS. 

Number  of  births  registered  in  1881   149 

Females   82 

Males   67 

The  parentage  of  the  children  is  as  follows : 

Both  parents  American   105 

British  Provinces   5 

Irish   4 

German   4 

English   1 

Italian   1 

Swede  ,    \ 

Mixed,  one  parent  American   24 

"     other  nationalities   \ 

Unknown    3 
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MARRIAGES, 

Number  of  marriages  registered  in  1881  75 

Both  parties  born  in  United  States    61 

British  Provinces    2 

Ireland   1 

Prussia   1 

Mixed,  one  American  t.   9 

Mixed,  other  nationalities   1 

DEATHS. 

Number  of  deaths  registered  in  Plymouth  in  1881,  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight,  twenty-three  of  whom  died  out  of  town, 
and  were  brought  to  Plymouth  for  burial. 

Females   80 

Males   G8 

Born  in  United  States   135 

"    "  England   3 

14    "  Ireland   3 

"    "  British  Provinces   3 

"     "  Germany   1 

"    "  Scotland   1 

Unknown   2 
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Superintendent  oe  Schools— CHARLES  BURTON. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  the 
School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth  make  their 
annual  report.  First,  we  have  kept  within  the  limits  of 
the  appropriations.  The  outlay  fur  a  new  school-house 
and  extensive  repairs  and  for  the  salaries  of  additional 
teachers  has  not  exceeded  the  estimates. 

Secondly.  We  report  evident  gain  to  both  pupil  and 
Teachers  in  the  increased  facilities  for  obtaining  room, 
light  and  good  air  in  many  of  the  school-houses  ;  a  gain 
fully  justifying  the  cost. 

Thirdly,  We  report  successful  progress  in  the  move- 
ment, presented  and  urged  by  us  last  year,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  making  our  schools  more  and  more  places  where 
"  The  Knowledge  of  Practical  Subjects  and  of  the  Events 
of  the  Day  "  can  be  obtained,  and  where  it  shall  take  its 
place  as  one  of  the  regular  and  most  important  branches 
of  Common  School  Education. 

Fourthly.  We  report  an  increase,  if  possible,  of  faith- 
fulness and  hard  work  on  the  part  of  our  Teachers,  who 
have  not  hesitated  to  meet  the  demand  made  upon  them, 
especially  during  the  past  year,   for  much  additional 

labor,  part  of  it  outside  of  school  hours, 
t) 
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Fifthly.  We  report  our  great  satisfaction  in  the  re* 
suits  to  the  pupils  of  that  system  which  has  indeed 
required  this  additional  labor  on  the  part  of  the  Teachers, 
viz.,  the  having  frequent  11  toritten  examinations  11  (some- 
times as  often  as  once  each  month)  and  having  drawing 
taught  in  all  the  schools  together  with  constant  exercises 
in  written  composition. 

Sixthly.    We  refer  with  satisfaction  to  the  method  of 
conducting  the  exhibition  of  the  last  graduating  class,  (he 
exercises  being  limited  almost  exclusively  to  original 
compositions  by  the  members  of  that  class,  and  divested 
of  those  scenic  additions  which  might  have  been  thought 
essential  to  draw  and  satisfy  an  audience.    We  believe 
that  the  people  of  Plymouth  were  never  more  thoroughly 
satisfied  with  a  School  Exhibition,  and  with  the  oppor^j 
tunity  given  of  judging  of  the  real  requirements  of  the] 
pupils.    We  desire  here  to  draw  attention  to  the  gratify* 
ing  fact  of  how  large  a  number  of  the  subjects  selected,- 
as  usual,  on  the  occasion  by  the  graduating  class  them*!; 
selves  for  their  Essays,  were  of  a  practical  sort,  dealing; 
with  common-sense  thoughts,  and  familiar  things,  instead^ 
of  those  of  an  abstract  or  merely  poetical  kind,  which* 
youthful  ambition  so  often  leads  "  graduates "  to  selecif 
and  expand  upon.    This  fact,  above  named,  we  assume  ii£ 
worthy  of  note  in  our  report,  for  it  tells  well  for  the  drift! 
of  the  instruction  in  our  High  School  and  the  tone  that  il 
given  to  the  minds  of  the  pupils. 

Seventhly.    We  refer  also  to  the  wholesome  interest 
which  seems  now  more  than  ever  before  taken  by  tb 
pupils  of  our  High  School  in  learning  how  to  write  goq 
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English  ;  how  to  express  in  letters  or  composition  correct 
thoughts  in  a  correct  and  simple  manner.  This  increased 
|  interest  is  doubtless  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  stimu- 
I  lating  influence  and  earnest  labor  of  the  special  teacher 
|  who  has  had  this  branch  in  charge.  The  increased  nuui- 
I  ber  of  scholars  at  the  High  School,  imperatively  demand- 
I  ing  an  additional  assistant,  resort  was  had  for  the  time 
I  being  to  the  employment  of  one  who  with  moderate 
|  compensation  but  with  peculiar  qualifications  for  the 
£  work  assumed  the  care  of  this  entire  branch  of  instruc- 
tion.   The  results  are  clearly  seen. 

Eighthly.  We  report  the  need  of  better  accommoda- 
tion for  our  High  School,  with  room  for  a  third  assistant ; 
|  also,  a  need,  which  has  now  become  almost  an  absolute 
I  necessity,  for  another  Grammar  School.  The  number  of 
pupils  in  each  of  the  two  Grammar  Schools  in  the  village 
1  is  oppressive  to  the  teachers  and  a  wrong  to  the  pupils. 
1  There  are  about  seventy  scholars  in  each  school.  Justice 
cannot  be  done  to  all  of  them. 

It  has  been  asked,  if  the  necessity  for  another  Gram- 
|l  mar  School  could  not  be  obviated  by  retaining  scholars 
& longer  in  the  Primary  School ;  but  the  reply  is,  they  are 
luow  kept  there  until  by  a  thorough  examination  they 
£  prove  themselves  qualified  to  enter  a  school  of  a  higher 
I  grade  ;  and  to  the  instruction  of  such  a  school  they  then 
have  a  right  ;  and  the  parents  have  a  right  to  demand  it. 
Beside  which,  nothing  but  confusion  would  come  from 
[the  attempt  to  change  the  Primary  into  a  school  which 
^Jiould  be  adapted  to  scholars  who  under  the  present 
system  were  ready  to  enter  a  Grammar  School. 


We  present  these  facts  for  the  consideration  of  the  ; 
Town,  and  ask  their  instructions.  :$ 

We  request  that  the  Town  shall  appoint  a  committee  | 
of  five,  who,  in  connection  with  the  School  Committee,  | 
shall  recommend  to  the  Town  at  a  future  day  a  method  :l 
for  meeting  the  present  demand  for  additional  school  J 
accommodation. 

The  Cliff  School-house  calls  for  thorough  repairs,'  and  | 
we  propose  to  make  them  during  the  coming  year.    And ;i 

3c 

in  connection  with  this  we  ask  authority  from  tlie  Town  to  J 
purchase  a  lot  and  move  the  building  to  another  location  I 
near  by,  if  in  the  judgment  of  the  Committee  it  is  desin- 1 
able  to  do  so.  lj 
The  Committee  recommend  that  the  Primary  School  | 

building  at  South  Plymouth  be  moved  to  some  position! 

1 

nearer  to  the  Manomet  Grammar  School  building,  and  1 

suitably  repaired  ;  and  they  ask  that  an  Appropriation  be'fi 

m 

made  for  the  cost  of  the  same,  and,  if  required,  for  thei 
purchase  of  land  on  which  to  place  the  building.  || 
Ninthly.  From  the  report  of  the  Sub-Committee  oii| 
heating  and  ventilation  we  make  the  following  extract,^ 
indicating  that  this  important  subject  is  receiving  atteri?) 

tion  at  the  hands  of  the  School  Committee  :  —  if 

H 

"  The  four  rooms  in  the  Russell  Street  school  building; 
and  the  rooms  of  the  new  school  houses  at  Cold  Spring! 

and  Oak  Street,  have  systems  of  ventilation  which  arg 

*  '  in 

very  satisfactory.  m 

"  The  principle  on  which  they  operate  is  similar  to  thai 

of  the  open  fire  place  ;  which  is  to  exhaust  the  air  froi 

the  floor  or  near  to  the  floor  of  the  room.    The  open  fir'ej 
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place,  however,  has  one  defect.  As  much  air  as  goes  up 
the  lire  place  must  come  into  the  room  from  some  source; 
if  no  regular  source  of  supply  is  furnished,  the  air  will 
come  in  at  the  cracks  and  crevices  of  doors,  windows, 
floors,  etc.,  and  falling  toward  the  floor  make  cold  drafts 
of  air  near  the  floor  in  the  direction  of  the  fire  place. 
The  remedy  for  this  as  applied  in  the  before  mentioned 
school  rooms  is  to  heat  the  air  as  it  comes  into  the  room 
by  a  box  opening  under  the  stove  and  connecting  with 
the  out  door  air  and  then  passing  up  into  the  room 
through  a  casing  which  is  placed  around  the  stove  ;  or 
else  the  fresh  air  is  admitted  through  many  small  open- 
ings at  the  top  of  the  room,  the  air  becoming  heated  and 
difl'used  before  reaching  the  heads  of  the  scholars.  This 
gives  the  ventilation  of  an  open  fire  place  with  the  advan- 
tage of  more  even  heat. 

"  Many  of  our  other  school  rooms  need  improved  means 
for  heating  and  ventilating,  and  we  hope,  by  degrees,  to 
secure  fresh  air  for  all  our  pupils.*' 

As  but  few  persons  visit  the  High  School,  and  many 
are  evidently  not  acquainted  with  what  is  done  there,  we 
subjoin  for  the  information  of  all  a  summary  of  the  work. 
It  is  not  a  tabulated  statement,  but  given  in  general 
terms.  It  will  furnish  evidence  we  think,  that  the  High 
School  is  far  more  practical  in  its  instruction  than  some 
assume  it  to  be. 

The  entering  class  study  Arithmetic,  reviewing  what- 
ever purls  they  may  seem  deficient  in.  They  also  study 
Elementary  Geometry,  learning  to  apply  Geometry  to 
the  common  aflajrs  of  life.    This  class  devotes  a  year  to  a 
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very  elementary  course  of  Physics,  treated  in  a  manner 
to  render  the  subjects  comprehensible  to  very  young 
scholars.  The  lessons  are  rendered  attractive,  and  illus- 
trated by  instruments  and  models  whenever  possible. 
The  work  of  composition  is  constantly  and  thoroughly 
attended  to. 

In  the  second  year,  Arithmetic  is  continued,  and  schol- 
ars commence  the  study  of  Chemistry  and  Physiology, 
but  only  in  the  simplest  form,  and  always  in  reference  to 
practical  applications.  Essay  writing  goes  on,  and  by 
this  practice,  scholars  are  invariably  made  good  spellers. 
Penmanship  of  essays  is  attended  to,  and  all  scholars  be- 
come legible  penmen,  and  almost  all  girls  become  excel- 
lent writers. 

In  the  third  year  the  study  of  Algebra  is  pursued,  and 
a  larger  work  on  Physics  is  commenced,  and  Chemistry  ; 
is  reviewed.    Essay  writing  always  practised.    Thus  far, 
the  only  elective  study  mentioned  is  Algebra. 

In  the  fourth  year,  Geometry  is  reviewed,  and  the  work  i 
on  Physics  which  was  commenced,  in  the  third  year,  Uj 
finished.    In  the  summer  months  a  practical  study  of  J 
plants  is  made.    Book-keeping  is  taught  this  year  to  alii 
who  may  desire  to  study  it. 

The  study  of  what  is  termed  "General  Knowledge,"! 
with  "The  School  Herald"  as  a  partial  text  book,  is  con^ 
tinued  through  the  fourth  year,  by  the  whole  class.  Thifti 
study  makes  the  pupils  familiar  with  all  the  important 
movements  of  the  day,  in  science,  art,  social  reforms  ai) 
live  thought.  During  this  year  a  course  in  Politics  ftiif 
kindred  subjects  is  taken  up,  the  text  books  used  beiri 
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small  volumes  published  by  the  Society  for  the  Diffusion 
of  Political  Knowledge— 41  A.  B.  C.  of  Finance,"  "  Politi- 
cal Economy,"  "Politics  for  Young  Americans,"  etc.,  giv- 
ing a  very  simple  treatment  of  the  subjects. 

Besides  these  more  practical  studies,  History  and  Eng- 
lish Literature  are  pursued  by  all  scholars  throughout  the 
four  years,  and  a  large  part  of  the  school  study  some  one 
or  more  of  the  three  languages,  French,  German  and 
Latin,  all  of  which  are  elective. 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 
Receipts. 


Appropriation   $18,500  00 

Massachusetts  school  fund   211  02 

Dog  fund   270  43 

Sale  of  books   1,001  55 

School  building  account   2  78 


$19,985  78 
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Expenditures. 


Teachers  and  Superintendent  $14,404:  60 

Books  and  apparatus   1,205  38 

Repairs  and  supplies  .  . .  991  45 

Care  of  buildiugs,  making  fires,  etc. . .  494  29 

Fuel   758  91 

Furniture....   59  25 

Printing   44  90 

Tuition  of  scholar  at  Wareham   10  00 

Transportation  of  scholars  at  Ship  Pond  60  00 

Horse  hire    207  50 

Incidentals — express  charges,  use  of 

Davis  Hall,  services    of  truant 

officers,  etc  s   204  60 

 $18,500  78 

Special  Repairs. 

At  Cedarville  School-house   76  51 

Long  Poud  School-house   54  62 

Russell  Mills  School-house   158  20 

East  Chiltonville  School-house   59  15 

Chiltonville  School-house   35  67 

High  School-house   418  59 

North  Grammar  School-house   112  38 

Cold  Spring  School-house   89  84 

 -       1,004  96 

Overdrawn  in  1880   $384  06 

Balance  undrawn   95  98 

  480  04 


.  $19,985-78 


SPECIAL  APPROPRIATION. 
For  new  school-house  on  Oak  Street    $2,600  00 

Expenditures. 

Bills  for  laud  and  grading    $615  00 

for  buildings   1,377  25 

stove  aud  freight   52  98 

furniture   131  25 


2,176  48 


Balance  undrawn 


$423  52 


FREDERICK  N.  KNAPP, 
CHARLES  B.  STODDARD 
JAMES  T).  TIIURBER, 
NATHANIEL  MORTON, 
GEORGE  G.  DYER, 
PHEBB  R.  CLIFFORD, 


School 
Committee. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT 


To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth: 

In  compliance  with  the  rules  and  regulations  govern- 
ing the  schools,  I  respectfully  present  the  following  as  my 
annual  report. 

ft 

SUMMARY    OF  STATISTICS. 

Population  of  the  Town  7,091 

Children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15  years  ....  1,193 

Number  of  Public  Schools   31 

Number  of  Private  Schools   2 

Months  the  Public  Schools  were  in  session    10 

Months  the  Private  Schools  were  in  session   10 

School-houses   24] 

Number  of  teachers  in  High  School    3  j 

Number  of  teachers  in  Grammar  Schools   3:5 

Number  of  teachers  in  Intermediate  Schools   8  > 

Number  of  teachers  in  Primary  Schools.   ]3j 

Number  of  teachers  in  Ungraded  Schools  .......  (JJ 

Number  of  pupils  in  Public  Schools   l,405j 

Average  number  belonging   I'l^l 

Average  attendance   99^| 

Number  between  8  and  14  years  of  age  *  83$ 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


LOCATION 
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A 

Green. 

High  School. 

(Mias.  Burton. 

^500 

140 

131 

122 

~21 

Carrie  E.  Small. 
Lucia  Bartlctt. 

700 
700 

Russell  Street 

Grammar. 

Aaron  11.  Cornish. 

1,000 

77 

03 

55 

73 

Green. 

Grammar. 

Selh  S.  Crocker. 

1,000 

00 

52 

48 

00 

Chiltoiiville. 

Grammar. 

Gustavus  1).  Hates. 

000 

42 

30 

25 

41 

So.  Plymouth 

(i  rammar. 

Carrie  It.  Johnson. 
Helen  F.  Ward. 

400 

20 

23 

20 

22 

North. 

Intermediate. 

3b0 

53 

44 

30 

53 

Wcllingsley. 

1  ntcrmcdiatc. 

Addie  F.  Hartlctt. 

300 

34 

28 

24 

18 

Husscll  Streel 

Third  Grade. 

Emma  Davie. 

300 

68 

47 

41 

58 

Green. 

Third  Grade. 

Carrie  I  Mace. 

300 

47 

43 

41 

47 

Russell  Street 

Second  Grade. 

Augusta  Morton. 

320 

48 

47 

40 

48 

Kusscll  Street 

Second  Grade. 

Alice  F.  Ulanchard. 

320 

45 

41 

35 

43 

Green. 

Second  Grade. 

Mary  A.  Aldrich. 

320 

53 

47 

41 

53 

Cold  Spring. 

Primary. 

Frances  E.  Hovey. 

280 

32 

28 

25 

12 

Cohl  Spring. 

Sid)  Primary. 

Mary  J.  Ellis. 

280 

40 

30 

24 

1 

South  Si  n  et. 

Primary. 

Ellen  M.  Douglass. 

280 

30 

31 

31 

80 

South  Street. 

Sub  Primary. 

Judith  C.  llowland. 

280 

60 

43 

30 

School  Streel 

Primary. 

Priscilla  Perkins. 

280 

05 

40 

41 

20 

Oak  Grove. 

Primary. 

Mary  II.  Chandler. 

280 

03 

41 

34 

30 

North. 

Primary. 

Helen  F.  Pierce. 

280 

54 

44 

38 

33 

North. 

Sub  Primary. 

Nelia  1).  Burbank. 

280 

00 

43 

30 

5 

South  Street. 

Primary. 

Jennie  C.  Whitten. 

280 

37 

23 

10 

14 

Spring  Street 

Primary. 

Addie  M.  Finney. 

280 

50 

42 

38 

9 

Cliff. 

Primary. 

Anna  A.  Jones. 

200 

37 

24 

21 

23 

Chiltoiiville. 

Primary. 

Susie  Churchill. 

2G0 

25 

24 

21 

15 

Russell  Mills. 

Primary. 

Mary  A.  Morton. 

2G0 

23 

17 

10 

13 

So.  Plymouth 

Primary. 

Addle  B.  Holmes. 

200 

24 

19 

17 

8 

South  Poml. 

Ungraded. 
Ungraded. 

Martha  W.  Whitmore. 

200 

25 

21 

18 

11 

Long  Pond. 

Lilian  G.  Sampson. 

200 

10 

10 

12 

14 

Kllisville. 

Ungraded. 

Hannah  B.  Harlow. 

200 

19 

15 

8 

11 

Cedarville. 

Ungraded. 

Hepsie  E.  Pierce. 

300 

20 

10 

15 

15 

West  District 

Ungraded. 

Katie  Sampson. 

5.00  pr  Nik 

10 

7 

0 

0 

Gurnet. 

Ungraded. 

Emma  Walker. 

G.50  pr  wl> 

10 

5 

4. 

3 
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ATTENDANCE. 

Among  the  many  discouragements  of  teachers,  that  j 
arising  from  irregularity  of  attendance  is,  perhaps,  the  \ 
greatest,  and  that  against  which  they  feel  least  able  to  I 
contend.  Much  of  this  irregularity  is  doubtless  due  to  a  | 
want  of  appreciation  on  the  part  of  parents  of  (he  extent  1 
of  the  hindrance  caused  by  the  absence  of  their  children  I 
from  school  ;  a  small  part  of  the  evil  is  caused  by  tru-  I 
ancy,  and  it  may  be  presumed  much  of  the  absence  is  | 
unavoidable.  In  a  community  conditioned  as  ours  is,  J; 
there  is  much  domestic  work  which  must  be  performed  by  | 
the  children,  and  parents  will  needlessly  multiply  their  | 
duties  if  they  are  not  strongly  impressed  with  the  impor-  1 
tance  of  persistent  attention  to  school,  as  the  means  ' 
without  which  satisfactory  progress  cannot  be  made. 

In  order  to  do  all  that  can  be  done  under  present  |j 
conditions  to  remove  this  obstruction  to  progress,  it  | 
has  been,  made  the  duty  of  a  truant  officer  to  call  | 
once  a  week  at  each  school  in  the  centre  of  the  Town, 'M 
in  order  to  receive  instructions  from  the  teacher  as  to  1| 
any  absentees  who  may  need  special  attention.  Thej|j 
parents  are  duly  informed  of  their  children's  absence  from'-:|| 
school,  inquiries  are  made  and  reasons  are  urged  for  more  "f 
regular  attendance,  and  in  case  of  truancy  the  delinquents! 
are  sought  out  and  conducted  to  school. 

This  arrangement  has  served  a  good  purpose,  but  it  is 
feared  that  the  influence  of  the  officer  in  cases  of  truancy: 
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may  not  be  potent  enough  to  break  up  the  inveterate 
habits  of  a  bold  and  daring  boy,  since  he  cannot  be  sub- 
jected to  any  punishment  by  the  officer  in  charge  more 
than  a  reprimand  and  a  reference  of  the  case  to  the 
teacher,  whose  influence  may  not  be  equal  to  the  emer- 
gency. The  officer  needs  authority  to  inflict  sucli  pun- 
ishment as  will  make  his  presence  respected.  The  matter 
is  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  School  Committee. 

DRAWING   IN  THE  SCHOOLS. 

During  the  past  year  the  beautiful  and  useful  art  of 
drawing  has  been  introduced  into  nearly  all  the  schools, 
with  very  gratifying  success.    Everywhere  the  drawing- 
lesson  seems  to  be  received  with  pleasure,  and  the  prog- 
ress which  scholars  have  made,  considering  the  fraction  of 
time  devoted  to  this  study,  is  very  encouraging.  The 
only  instruction  which  the  teachers  have  received  has 
been  given  in  a  few  lessons  by  an  agent  of  the  publishers 
of  the  drawing  books  which  we  use  ;  but,  by  the  aid  of 
the  manual  and  other  books,  they  have  been  able  to  do 
very  acceptable  work.    It  is  not  expected  [hat  any  re- 
markable advancement  in  the  art  of  drawing  can  be  made 
in  our  schools,  where  so  many  other  things  must  take 
precedence  of  this,  but  so  much  cultivation  of  the  eye  and 
the  hand  will  result  from  the  practice  and  instruction 
there  given,  that  it  will  remain  a  lasting  benefit  to  the 
mechanic  and  to  the  man  of  taste. 
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INTRODUCTION  OF  MUSIC. 

The  perfect  enthusiasm  with  which  the  scholars  have  i 

received  their  first  music  lessons  removes  all  doubt  about  I 

the  immediate  success  of  the  enterprise,  under  the  skilful  | 

management  of  Mr.  F.  L.  Diman,  the  gentleman  appoint-  | 


ed  to  conduct  the  instruction  in  this  department  of  the  1 

TBI 

schools.  In  order  to  prepare  himself  for  this  work,  Mr,  :'l 
Diman  has  visited  the  schools  of  Boston  under  the  guid-  i 
ance  of  Mr.  Holt,  one  of  the  principal  teachers  of  the  | 
principles  of  music  in  the  schools  of  the  city,  and  by  being  A 
present  whilst  this  gentleman  was  engaged  in  giving  ;|| 
instruction  to  his  classes,  he  enters  upon  his  work  in  our  m 
schools  with  well-defined  plans  which  have  already  pro-  J 
duced  most  favorable  results.  Much  may  be  expected  ,  *| 
from  the  pleasant  manner  in  which  he  presents  his  subject  | 
to  the  schools  and  the  hopeful  spirit  with  which  he  has  f 
commenced  his  work. 


ELOCUTION 


During  the  present  Winter  we  have  been  favored  by 
the  presence  among  us  of  Miss  L.  E.  Mace,  of  Westford,  a 
specialist  in  the  art  of  reading.    The  lady's  instruction  m 
has  been  given  in  private,  but  her  inlluence  has  been  felt 
in  almost  all  the  schools  of  the  central  part  of  the  Town,  :-| 
as  her  scholars  have  included  the  teachers  and  many  of 
the  pupils  of  the  Public  Schools.    She  is  an  excellent  9 
reader,  trained  under  the  best  teachers  of  her  art,  and  it  f 
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is  a  great  advantage  to  the  educational  interests  pf  the 
Town  to  have  one  so  qualified  among  the  teachers  and 
young  people,  scattering  fresh  ideas,  imparting  new  en- 
thusiasm and  an  ambition  to  excel  in  the  very  desirable, 
but  much  neglected  art  of  reading. 

CHANGE  OF  TEACHERS. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  session,  after  a  faithful  service 
of  (ifteeen  years  as  master  of  the  Chiltonville  Grammar 
School,  Mr.  Gustavus  1).  Bates  lias  resigned  his  situation, 
in  order  to  connect  himself  in  business  with  his  sons  in 
the  city  of  Providence.  Mr.  Bates  has  always  been  an 
active  and  useful  member  of  the  community  in  which  he 
has  resided,  not  limiting  his  activity  to  the  school-room, 
but  extending  it  to  the  varied  interests  of  society  ;  and 
he  leaves  his  old  home  with  the  best  wishes  of  all  for  his 
future  prosperity. 

After  much  inquiry  and  care  in  selection,  Mr.  Charles 
P.  Cole,  of  Wellfleet,  recently  employed  in  Sandwich,  was 
elected  to  lill  the  place  of  Mr.  Bates.  Mr.  Cole  comes 
well  recommended,  with  an  experience  of  some  years  in 
actual  teaching,  and  with  acquirements  gained  by  a  resi- 
dence of  four  years  at  the  Normal  School,  at  Bridge- 
water.  Being  well  trained  in  the  practice  of  music  and 
drawing,  he  will  be  able  to  give  the  requisite  instruction 
in  these  branches,  without  any  assistance  from  teachers 
who  may  be  employed  for  other  schools.  Under  a 
teacher  so  well  equipped,  the  school  will  enjoy  all  the 
advantages  which  the  central  grammar  schools  have,  and 
is  sure  to  give  satisfaction  to  those  who  depend  upon  it 
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for  the  education  of  their  children.  We  have  also  to  [ 
record  the  resignation  of  another  faithful  teacher,  Miss  J 
Helen  P.  Ward,  who  has  long  been  employed  in  our  ' 
schools,  but  for  the  last  few  years  she  has  labored  very  ' 
successfully  in  the  North  Intermediate  School,  where  she 
has  shown  remarkable  talent  in  discipline,  as  well  as  im-  < 
parting  instruction  to  those  under  her  charge. 

NEW  SCHOOL- HOUSE  IN   OAK  STREET. 

The  completion  of  this  new,  large  and  convenient 
school-house  gives  the  facilities  to  the  district  which  it 
has  so  long  needed.  It  is  well  located  ;  the  grounds  are 
ample;  the  furniture  is  the  best  and  the  ventilation  is 
satisfactory.  Now,  all  that  remains  to  be  done  is  to  re- 
move the  old  Oak  Grove  school-house  to  some  place  on 
the  hill,  near  the  reservoir,  so  as  not  to  be  too  far  from 
the  Primary  school- house  in  School  Street  and  that  in 
Spring  Street.  These  two  primaries  are  too  large,  and 
one  sub-primary  would  relieve  them  of  their  superfluous 
numbers,  and  make  each  a  school  that  one  teachur  could  ; 
manage  with  efficiency. 

SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

In  the  past  the  Town  has  generally  responded  very  | 
liberally  to  any  demand  made  upon  it  for  money  to  supr  f 
port  and  improve  its  schools.  If  any  hesitation  has  man* | 
ifested  itself,  it  has  been  due  to  a  want  of  information,  \ 
and  not  to  an  unwillingness  to  appropriate  any  amount  % 
of  money  which  the  best  interests  of  the  school  may  have  | 
required,  as  soon  as  it  was  generally  well  known  what  % 
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these  beat  interests  really  needed.  There  is  a  strong  and 
almost  universal  conviction  that  the  schools  are  the  most 
important  department  of  the  Town  government,  and  that 
money  wisely  spent  in  their  advancement  yields  a  better 
dividend  than  any  other  investment. 

The  condition  of  the  High  School #and  the  two  central 
Grammar  Schools,  at  the  present  time,  seems  to  demand 
special  consideration.  There  are  now  one  hundred  and 
forty  scholars  in  the  High  School,  and  next  December,  if 
none  leave  in  the  meantime,  there  will  be  a  class  of  sev- 
enteen to  graduate,  leaving  one  hundred  and  twenty-three. 
In  the  two  Grammar  Schools  there  are,  at  the  present 
time,  over  one  hundred  and  thirty,  half  of  whom  will 
apply  for  admission  to  the  High  School,  together  with 
some  ten  from  the  Chiltonville  Grammar  School,  making 
the  number  of  scholars  in  the  High  School,  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight.  This  number 
will  doubtless  be  reduced  by  withdrawals  from  these 
schools,  but  there  must  be,  in  any  event,  enough  left  to 
overwhelm  the  High  School,  which  can  accommodate 
only  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

The  condition  of  the  Grammar  Schools  as  to  numbers  is 
no  better  than  that  of  the  High  School.  One  of  them  has 
sixty-nine  names  on  its  register  ;  the  other,  sixty-four  ; 
and  as  no  teacher  can  manage  more  than  forty  scholars 
elliciently,  another  school  seems  inevitable. 

A  satisfactory  solution  of  these  dilliculties  seems  to  de- 
mand a  new  High  School-house  ;  and  that  developes  a 
new  dilliculty;  the  determination  of  its  location.  All  con- 
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Bidcrations  seem  to  point  to  the  Green  as  the  only  place 
about  which  any  unanimity  can  be  expected.  Present 
o.ceupancy  and  established  custom  render  that  position  |j 
strong. 

There  are  three  situations  on  streets  around  the  Green, |f 
either  of  which  might  answer  the  purpose  very  well, 
First,  the  lot  owned  by  Mr.  .George  P,  Weston,  together 
with  that  on  which  the  Manter  house  stands,  north  of  the 
Green  ;  second,  the  one  south  of  the  Green,  the  lot  owned 
by  .Maj.  Samuel  H.  Doten,. which  is  large,  and  can  be 
obtained  at  a  reasonable  price  ;  third,  that  on  which  the 
High  School-house  now  stands,  increased  by  the  addition 
of  the  lot  to  the  north,  now  occupied  by  a  double  house 
not  of  very  great  value.  This  last  arrangement  would  I 
give  a  frontage  on  three  streets  ;  on  Pleasant  Street,  one  • 
hundred  and  ten  feet ;  on  Franklin  and  Jellerson  Streets, 
each  one  hundred  and  forty  feet.  If  the  present  High  J 
School  building  were  moved  to  the  rear  of  the  lot,  there; 
would  be  room  for  a  new  High  School-house  on  the  front,! 
Then  the  Grammar  School,  which  is  now  below,  in  a  roomf 
very  insufficiently  lighted,  could  be  placed  in  the  present;] 
High  School-room,  where  the  accommodation  would  b$? 
ample  for  eighty  or  more  scholars,  whom,  with  the  aid  oft 
an  assistant,  one  master  could  teach  j  and  the  present! 
difficulty  about  Grammar  Schools  would  be  removed. 

Of  course  an  assurance  is  needful  that  the  present! 

'"4 

pressure  in  the  schools  referred  to  is  not  temporary,  soj 
that  the  Town  should  not  be  subjected  to  an  expenditure 
which  the  experience  of  a  lew  years  might  show  to  ib^ 
entirely  unnecessary.  |§ 
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As  to  the  High  School,  the  want  of  larger  accommoda- 
tion  haa  existed  for  years,  rendering  it  necessary  to  do 
outside  a  considerable  part  of  the  work  of  the  school, 
under  great  disadvantages.  Another  teacher  has  been 
needed,  and  consequently,  another  recitation  room-  but 
it  was  nearly  impossible  to  add  any  thing :  more  to  the 
High  School  building  in  its  present  position,  if  it  had 
been  admissible  to  expend  more  money  where  expenditure 
had  never  given  satisfaction. 

The  Grammar  Schools  have  been  crowded  for  a  series 
of  years,  but  this  year  and  last  the  number  has  in- 
creased over  former  years. 

The  larger  attendance  in  the  higher  schools  is  not  to  be 
accounted  for  merely  by  the  increased  number  of  children 
in  the  Town,  but  also  by  the  greater  interest  on  the  part 
of  both  parents  and  scholars,  in  the  improved  condition 
of  our  schools,  which  are  certainly  advancing  every  year; 
and  an  increased  attention  to  some  rather  popular  studies 
has  had  its  ellect. 

As  the  number  of  the  pupils  in  the  High  School  at  the 
present  time,  taken  with  those  in  the  schools  below  who 
are  to  come  14)  at  the  end  of  the  year,  demonstrate  the 
urgency  and  necessity  of  enlarged  accommodations  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  school  within  a  year  ;  and  as 
the  statistics  of  the  schools  taken  for  a  series  of  years 
show  a  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  scholars,  there 
seems  to  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  duty  of  the  Town  in  order 
to  meet  the  emergency.    To  harmonize  conflicting  views 
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as  to  location,  to  mature  plans  for  a  suitable  building  and 
then  to  complete  the  work  of  construction  would  require 
more  time  if  the  work  is  to  be  well  done  than  now  re- 
mains before  the  promotions  will  take  place  in  the  schools, 
which  will  probably  render  the  present  accommodations 
entirely  insufficient. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  BURTON, 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 

Plymouth,  March  1,  1882. 
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GRADUATING  EXERCISES 

—OF  THE— 

PLYMOUTH  HIGH  SCHOOL, 

DAV I  S  HALL, 

Thursday  Evening,  December  isth,  i88i. 


/ 
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GRADUATING  EXERCISES 

-£>       O  Gr  JEl  Jl.  MIIMHE. 


GREETING  SONG. 

LATIN  SALUTATORY  John  B.  Washburn. 

ESSAY,  Perseverance  Annie  G.  Atwood. 

ESSAY,  Electricity  Colburn  G.  Wood. 

ESSAY,  Home  Emma  E.  Tuaxter. 

Music :  -  HOME,  SWEET  HOME. 

ESSAY,  The  Sun  /Hattie  M.  Godfrey. 

ESSAY,  School  Studies  George  F.  Fuller. 

ESSAY',  Ambition  Marianna  L.  Moning. 

ESSAY,  Flags  Abbie  J.  Robbins. 

Music  :  -  THE  STAR  SPANGLED  BANNER. 

ESSAY,  Binls  Herbert  W.  Bartlett. 

ESSAY,  The  Sky  Alice  G.  Chase. 

ESSAY,  Education  Edward  L.  Webster. 

IITTEIRMISSIOIT. 
PIANO  DUET,  Le  Munli  Gras  Quadrille. . .  .Misses  Chase  &  Dyer. 

ESSAY,  Trillcs  Nellie  Thomas. 

ESSAY,  Industries  of  Plymouth  I  Brontes  Howland. 

ESSAY,  Change  Flora  A.  Howland. 

RECITATION,  The  Death  of  Minnehaha  Hattie  M.  Godfrey. 

Music  :  -  A  FINLAND  SONG. 

ESSAY,  The  Voyage  of  Life  Annie  P.  Brown. 

ESSAY,  A  Plea  for  a  New  High  School-house  E.  F.  McIIenry. 

CLASS  CHRONICLES,  Mary  S.  Dyer. 

CLASS  PROPHECIES,  Lizzie  W.  Harlow. 

Music :  —  THE  HAPPY  PEASANT. 

VALEDICTORY,  Grace  B.  Dodgb. 

Musio  :  -  THE  GRADUATES*  FAREWELL. 

Presentation  of  Diplomas. 
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CLASS  SONG. 


"(iood-bye,  old  school,  within  whoso  walls 

We've  stayed  this  many  a  year  ; 
Where  hours  of  toil  have  seemed  so  light, 

Shared  with  companions  dear  ; 
Where  hours  of  recreation,  too, 

Have  (juickly  passed  away, 
Till  now  we've  reached  the  limit  set, 

And  bid  good-bye  today. 

Some  leave  us  here,  no  more  to  walk 

In  Learning's  pleasant  bowers; 
While  some  pass  on  to  further  quest 

Of  Wisdom's  fadeless  flowers; 
No  more  unbroken  are  our  ranks, 

This  one  last  time  we  stand 
Together,  as  we  long  have  stood, 

A  close,  united  band. 
But  as  wo  break  our  ranks,  and  go 

To  Ileitis  untried  and  strange, 
We  breathe  the  wish  that  friendship's  bond 

Shall  never  meet  with  change ; 
That  in  a  land  more  glorious  far 

Than  any  we  have  known, 
We  all  may  meet  to  part  no  more, 

liesido  the  Father's  throne." 


GRADUATING  CLASS. 


ANNIE  G.  ATWOOD,  ANNIE  t».  BROWN,  '  ALICE  C.  CHASE, 

GRACE  B.  DODGE,  MARY  S.  DYER,  II  AIT  IK  M.  GODFREY, 

LIZZIE  W.  HARLOW,  FLORA  A.  1IOWLAND,      MARIANNA  L.  MONING 

ABBIE  J.  ROBBING,  EMMA  E.  THAXTER,  NELLIE  THOMAS, 

HERBERT  \Y.  BARTLETT,  JOHN  U,  DAMON,  GEORGE  b\  FULLER, 

1.  BRONTES  HOW  LAND,  E.  b\  Mi;llUNRY,  JOHN  B.  WASHBURN 

EDWARD  L.  WEBSTER,  CO  LB  URN  C.  WOOD. 


"INCEPIMUS,  NON  FlMVIMUS," 
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DAILY  EXERCISES   IN   GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 


MONDAY. 

TUESDAY. 

WEDNESDAY 

THURSDAY. 

1'TtIDAY. 

0  to  10, 

10  to  11, 

11  to  12, 

2  to  3, 

3  to  4, 

4  to  5, 

Study, 

Spelling, 

Arithmetic, 

Study, 

Geography, 

Composition, 

Singing, 

Reading, 

Arithmetic. 

Study, 

History, 

Grammar, 

Study, 

Spelling, 

Arithmetic, 

Study, 

Geography, 

Grammar, 

Singing, 

Heading, 

Arithmetic, 

Study, 

History, 

Grammar, 

Study. 

Drawing. 

Arithmetic. 

Writing. 

Study. 

Composition. 

Hecess  from  10.30  to  10.50  A.  M.,  uml  from  3.30  to  3.50  P.  M. 


A1LY  EXERCISES  IN  THIRD  GRADE  SCHOOLS. 


) 

MONDAY. 

TU  USD  AY. 

.  _  _i  

WEDNESDAY 

THURSDAY, 

TUIDAY. 

ft.10  to  10, 
|Uu  to  1 1, 

$2  to  3, 
'  3  to  4, 
4  to  5, 

Arithmetic, 

Spelling, 

Geography, 

Writing, 

Heading, 

Study, 

Arithmetic, 

Heading, 

Composition 

Drawing, 

Singing, 

Spelling, 

Arithmetic, 

Spelling, 

Geography, 

Writing, 

Heading, 

Study, 

Arithmetic, 

Heading, 

Cuuipoiilioa, 

Drawing, 

Heading, 

Spelling. 

Composition. 

Spelling. 

Geography. 

Writing. 

Heading. 

Study. 

Devotional  Exercises  from  9  to  9.10  A.  M. 
Recess  from  10.30  to  10.50  A.  II.,  and  from  3.30  to. 3. 50  P.  M. 

)AILY  EXERCISES  IN  SECOND  GRADE  SCHOOLS. 


MONDAY. 

TUESDAY. 

WEDNESDAY. 

T1IUH8DAY. 

Spelling, 

Arithmetic, 

Writing, 

Spelling, 

Arithmetic, 

Singing, 

Spelling, 

Arithmetic, 

Writing, 

Spelling, 

Arithmetic, 

Singing, 

U)lo(J.30, 
tu  10, 
10  30, 


FK1DA  Y. 


Spelling. 

Arithmetic. 

Writlug. 


(o  \i, 

2.30, 
3.15. 
.3.30. 


50lo  4.30. 
» to  5.00, 


HKCKSS. 


Geography, 
Drawing, 
Composition 
Heading. 


Geography, 
Writing, 
Composition 
Reading, 


Geography, 
Drawing, 
Composition 
Heading, 


Geography,  Geography. 
Writing,  (Drawing, 
Composition  Composition 
Heading,  'Heading. 


HKCESS. 


Heading, 
Arithmetic, 


Heading, 
Arithmetic. 


Heading, 
Arithmetic, 


Heudlug,  Heading. 
Arithmetic,  Arithmetic. 


-  T* 


33 


a* 

< 


